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NEWS CONCERNING NATIONAL PATENT OFFICES

The Activities of the Danish Patent Office
in 1968

By E.P. TUXEN

The problems of the Danish Patent Office are — as is the
case with patent offices in most otber countries where patents
are granted after a novelty search and subsequent prosecution
— the steadily increasing number and the evergrowing com-
plexity of incoming patent applications.

The year 1968 was marked by the advent of the new
Danish Patent Law, which came into force on January 1,
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1968, and which in several respects involves changes in the
existing organization and procedure. The Law has given rise
to a prosecution routine which in many ways is more com-
plicated than the previous one and has introduced a new
organization, since the former Patent Board — composed of
two legal experts and 16 technical experts and having the
power to decide in each individual case whether a patent
should be granted or not — has been abolished, and the
grant of patents is decided in the first instance by the Patent
Office under the responsibility of its Director. This change
does, of course, make heavier demands on the examiners.

The new Law comprises an arrangement for Nordic ad-
ministrative cooperation according to which a patent appli-
cation filed in Denmark, Finland, Norway, or Sweden may
cover not only the country in which it is filed but also the
other countries mentioned, so that each of these countries
may grant a patent for all four countries on the basis of one
application. This arrangement was expected to result in a
very substantial reduction in the work of the individual Nor-
dic Patent Offices. The arrangement has, however, not yet
come into operation since there have been certain political
difficulties, and the question of its coming into operation has
now been incorporated into a more comprebensive Nordic
scheme, which is at present under discussion in Nordic poli-
tical circles.

As to other measures which might facilitate the situation
of the Patent Office, it should especially be noted that the
new Law makes it possible to utilize examinations carried
out by other patent offices: under the provisions of the Law,
in all cases where priority is claimed from another examining
country we now request information about the results of the
examination regarding the patentability of the invention in
the priority country. Moreover, we have tbe opportunity to
accept the results of novelty searches made in respect of
corresponding applications by other patent offices or by inter-
national institutions.

As regards the trend during the years 1961 to 1968, the
following statistics may be given:

Applications filed Patents issued Applications disposed of

1961 5,265 2,235 4,302
1962 5,692 2,541 4,670
1963 6,116 2,517 4,651
1964 6,453 2,999 5,173
1965 6,713 2,692 4,864
1966 6,798 2,671 5,127
1967 6,722 2,290 5,151
1968 6,415 1,945 4,517

At the end of 1968, a total of 28,480 application were
pending; this corresponds to the number of applications filed
in the course of ahout four years. The number of examiners
1s at present 81.

The fluctuation in the number of filed patent applications,
which, as will be seen, reached a peak in 1966, may have some
connection with the fact that in 1965 an increase was made in
the annual fees and that on April 1, 1967, a substantial in-
crease was made in the filing fee, viz from Dkr. 250 to Dkr.
400. These increases may have contributed to a decline in
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