



































GENERAL STUDIES 217

GENERAL STUDIES

The New Italian Law on Compulsory Licenses

By Professor Raffaele NOBILI, Lawyer, Milan, and Lecturer
at the Catholic University of Milan
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LETTERS FROM CORRESPONDENTS

Letter from the USSR

E. ARTEMIEV

Deputy Chairman of the Commiltee for Invenlions and Discoveries
attached to the Council of Minislers of the USSR
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NEWS CONCERNING NATIONAL PATENT OFFICES

The Activities of the United Kingdom
Patent Office in 1968

By L J.G. DAVIS

The Comptroller-General’s annual report to Parliament
for 1968 was published on May 22, 1969. The report covers
the work of the Office in patents, designs and trademarks.

In the corresponding report on the activities of the Office
in 1967, Edward Armitage mentioned that one of the aims of
the Patent Office is to be self-supporting in all three branches.
The Office again fell slightly short of this target in 1968 and,
with a view to overcoming the tendency of costs to rise abead
of fees, fee increases have been made to balance income and
expenditure over a three-year period.

The staffing position of the patent examiners improved
somewhat during the year. Fifty-three new examiners joined
the staff, forty-five of them in the second half of the year.
Losses from retirement and other causes were thirty-three
giving a net gain of twenty. There are signs that this improve-
ment may be continued throughout 1969, although it seems
likely that the Office will have to accept as normal consider-
able movements of staff. Perhaps this interchange with in-
dustry is on the whole useful but, when young examiners
barely out of their training period leave, it represents a con-
siderable loss of the investment which the Office has made
in training them.

As was explained in the previous report, the number of
applications made in the United Kingdom, including as it
does those filed with provisional specifications many of which
are not proceeded with, is not a true representation of the
work-load of the Office. Only

are examined and the number filed annually has risen from

“ complete ” specifications
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nearly 34,000 in 1959 to nearly 49,000 in 1968. Oddly, filings
of complete specifications in 1967 showed a small decrease
from the previous year, but in 1968 were two thousand (4.3 %)
up on 1967, dashing hopes that input might be levelling out.
Moreover, although the output of the examiners was sustained
at a high level, the backlog of unexamined complete specifi-
cations rose by some 2,800. Of course, the improvement in
recruitment of examiners can have had little effect in 1968.
It might, however, if continued in 1969, help to hold the
backlog. The actual period before a complete specification is
examined is still less than one year but this is two years from
the filing date in the case of a Convention application and,
if the input continues to rise, seems likely to increase. Clearly,
there must be some limit to the number of skilled personnel
engaged on the examination of patent specifications and the
United Kingdom Office, in common with all other major
offices, is looking for long-term solutions.

For tbis reason, the United Kingdom has actively sup-
ported the work leading toward the Patent Cooperation
Treaty. Over seventy per cent of United Kingdom applications
originate abroad and, if the treaty became operative, it could
save the Patent Office a considerable amount of work. In
1968, the Office participated in a number of drafting meet-
ings and the Comptroller-General and other members of the
Office attended tbe December meeting of the Committee of
Experts, in Geneva.

The Comptroller’s report refers to “signs of a revival of
interest in the European Patent” and tbe events of 1969 have
shown that this reference was fully justified. It now seems
likely that work on the European Patent will be pressed
forward with all possible speed, but we believe that this new
initiative should not be allowed to interfere with tbe success-
ful conclusion of the work on the Patent Cooperation Treaty.
There is a real difficulty here. In common with most other
offices the Patent Office has difficulty in finding sufficient
qualified personnel to negotiate numerous major projects at
once. There is also the need to reconcile these projects one
with another if they are to result in economical and efficient
protection of inventions.

Apart from the international work, the Committee set
up in 1967 under tbe chairmanship of Mr. Maurice Banks
(formerly Deputy Chairman of British Petroleum, Ltd.) to
examine and report on the British patent system continued its
work during the year, considering evidence from numerous
interested bodies. It is hoped that this Committee will report
towards the end of this year. In the meantime, the Standing
Advisory Committee under the chairmanship of Mr. H.R.
Mathys (Deputy Chairman of Courtaulds, Ltd.) has been able
to give the Government advice on matters whicb required
urgent consideration.

In patents then, this was very much a “wait and see ” year.
We have our difficulties but we are still in a better position
than most other major offices. Nevertheless we look to the
report of the “ Banks Committee,” and to the successful com-
pletion of the work on the Patent Cooperation Treaty and
on the European Patent to put our house in order for the
years ahead. ’
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