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Letter from the Federal Republic of Germany *)
By Professor Dr. Friedrich-Karl BEIER, Munich
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" NEWS CONCERNING NATIONAL PATENT OFFICES

Summary of the Annual Report 1967
of the Swedish Patent Office

By Torsten GUSTAFSON

Introduction

A new Director-General was appointed to the Patent
Office in 1967. Mr. Ake von Zweighergk retired from the post
on August 1, 1967, and Director-General Goran Borggard,
formerly Head of the Legal and Administrative Department
of the Ministry of Commerce and Industry, was appointed in
his place.

A new Patent Law was passed in 1967. It is based on a
report made in collaboration with the other Nordic countries
which are also introducing essentially the same patent legisla-
tion. The Law was passed by the Swedish Legislature on Nov-
ember 1, 1967, and came into force on January 1, 1968.

The Patents Departinent

The increase in the number of new patent applications
was considerably lower in 1967 than in recent years. This
increase only amounted to 100, thus bringing the number of
new applications to 18.148, that is, an increase of about /2%
over 1966. That the increase was not greater was probably
mainly due to the fact that the application fee was raised on
July 1, 1967, from 200 to 400 Swedish Crowns.

The number from Swedish applicants was 5,309, an in-
crease of almost 10%o. These now amount to 29°0 of all
applications, compared with 27 %0 in 1966.

Among applicants from foreign countries. the USA is still
in the lead with 4,166 applications representing 23 %/o of the
total, which, however, amounts to a decrease of 2.5%0 com-
pared with 1966. The number of new applications from the
Federal Republic of Germany has also dropped, from 2,837
in 1966 to 2,710 in 1967, a decrease of about 4 0. Those coun-
tries were followed by the United Kingdom with 1,467,
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