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Books and Articles

Book Review

Overdragelse af ophavsrettigbeder. Rettighedsoverdragelsen
og dens fortolkning, by Jorgen Blomgvist. One volume of
259 pages. Jurist—og @konomforbundets Forlag, Copen-
hagen, 1987.

The Danish title of this book means “TFransfer of Copy-
rights” witb the subtitle “The Act of Transfer and Its Inter-
pretation.” In the book the author examines in great depth
different aspects of various types of transfers of rights under
copyright law and of licensing agreements concerning use of
protected works. To a large extent the author has Danish law
as his point of departure and as a basis for his discussions and
conclusions, The book contains, bowever, also an extensive
analysis of all the principal questions in this context as well as
international comparative analyses of the legal aspects.

The book consists of three parts. The first one contains
certain introductory considerations and deals mainly with the
special nature of intellectual property, particularly copyright,
and with various types of contracts, sucb as publishing con-
tracts, film contracts, contracts in the field of sound radio and
television, contracts dealing with transfer of rights in respect
of computer programs and transfer of copyright in the con-
text of employment situations.

The second part of the book deals with the transfer of
rights and its nature. It contains a comprehensive analysis of
a numher of clements of particular relevance in this context.
Thus one cbapter in this part deals with the difference
between assignments of rights and licenses for use of works

and with various types of conditions in contracts, for in-
stance, the distinction between exclusive and non-exclusive
licenses, and the effects of territorial limitations or limiia-
tions in time. The author also discusses problems in relation
to non—transferable rights, particularly moral rights and the
non-validity of contracts on future rights.

In the third part of the book the author deals with inter-
pretation and invalidity of contracts. He pays particular
attention 1o a well-known general principle for interpretation
of copyright contracts which has found its expression in, for
instance, Article 27 of the Danish Copyright Act, staling
essentially that if an author has transferred to anotber person
the right to make the work available to the public in a partic-
ular way or by particular means, this transfer does not give
the transferee a right to make that work available in other
ways or by other means. The author discusses tbe application
of this principle extensively and with reference both to Dan-
ish law and to the law in the Federal Republic of Germany,
the United Kingdom and the United States of America.

The book is the result of extensive studies of the problems
in connection with transfer of copyrights and of their solu-
tions under various legal systems. It deals in a comprehensive
and analytical way with issues which are particularly impor-
tant from a practical point of view. Even if the book, as just
indicated, to a certain extent, concentrates on the situation in
the Nordic countries, it has an interest far beyond tbis part of
Northern Europe.

H.O.
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