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General Studies

Reprography and the Berne Convention (Stockholm—Paris Version)

Study of the Union system with an outline solution in domestic law

Frank GOTZEN *
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

National Commission on New Technological Uses of Copyrighted Works (CONTU)

Final Report

The National Commission on New Technological
Uses of Copyrighted Works (CONTU) was created
in the Library of Congress under Public Law
No. 93-573 of December 31, 1974. The purpose of
the Commission was to study and compile data on:

“ (1) the reproduction and use of copyrighted works
of authorship —

(A) in conjunction with automatic systems ca-
pable of storing, processing, retrieving,
and transferring information, and

(B) by various forms of machine reproduction,
not including reproduction by or at the
request of instructors for use in face-to-
face teaching activities; and

(2) the creation of new works by the application
or intervention of such automatic systems or
machine reproduction.”

The Commission was required to make recom-
mendations as to such changes in copyright law or
procedures that may be necessary to assure for such
purposes access to copyrighted works, and to provide
recognition of the rights of copyright owners.

The Commission, having collected data, held
hearings, and deliberated over a period of three
years, submitted its final report to the President and
the Congress on July 31, 1978, as mandated by
Public Law No. 93-573, Title 1I, and amended by
Public Law No. 95-146.

The Report presents recommendations on those
changes in copyright law and procedure needed both
to assure public access to copyrighted works used in
conjunction with computer and machine duplication
systems and to respect the rights of owners of copy-
right in such works, while considering the concerns
of the general public and the consumer.

Computer Recommendations

The new copyright law should be amended 1) to
make it explicit that computer programs, to the
extent that they embody an author’s original creation,
are proper subject matter of copyright; 2) to apply to
all computer uses of copyrighted programs by the
deletion of the present Section 117; and 3) to assure
that rightful possessors of copies of computer pro-
grams can use or adapt these copies for their use.

The Act of 1976 should be amended to apply
to all computer uses of copyrighted data bases and
other copyrighted works fixed in computer-sensible
media by the deletion of its present Section 117.

Works created by the use of computers should
be afforded copyright protection if they are original
works of authorship within the Act of 1976. Con-
sequently no amendment is needed.

The Register of Copyrights should adopt ap-
propriate regulations regarding the affixation of
notice to and the registration and deposit of works
of authorship used in conjunction with computers.
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