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. Gl International Activities

-

Council of Europe

Legal Committee on Broadcasting and Television
(Strasbourg, January 17 to 21, 1977)

The Legal Committee on Broadcasting and Tele-
vision met at the headquarters of the Council of
Europe in Strasbourg from January 17 to 21, 1977,
under the chairmanship of Mr. Torwald Hesser, Jus-
tice of the Supreme Court of Sweden. Experts ap-
pointed by the Governments of the following 18
States took part in the work of the Committee: Aus-
tria, Belgium, Cyprus, Denmark, France, Germany
(Federal Republic of), Greece, Iceland, Italy, Luxem-
bourg, Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Spain, Swe-
den, Switzerland, Turkey and the United Kingdom.
WIPO was represented, in an observer capacity, by
Mr. Claude Masouyé, Director, Copyright and Public
Information Department. Unesco and a number of
interested international non-governmental organiza-
tions also sent observers.

Under its terms of reference, the Committee con-
tinued its study of the problems which could result
from a possible revision of the 1960 European Agree-
ment on the Protection of Television Broadcasts as
supplemented by its 1965 Protocol and its 1974
Additional Protocol. ! As at previous meetings of the

1 It is recalled that Article 1 of the 1960 Agreement
provides as follows:

Broadcasting organisations con‘stituted in the territo.ry
and under the laws of a Party to this Agreement or transmit-

Committee, study centered successively on protection
of television broadcasts in respect of cable distribu-
tion and such protection in cases where direct broad-
casting satellites were used.

ting from such territory shall enjoy, in respect of ail their
television broadcasts:

1. in the territory of all Parties to this Agreement, the
right to authorise or prohibit:

(a) the re-broadcasting of such broadcasts;

(b) the diffusion of such broadcasts to the public by
wire;

(c) the communication of such broadcasts to the public
by means of any instrument for the transmission of signs,
sounds or images;

(d) any fixation of such broadcasts or stiil photographs
thereof, and any reproduction of such a fixation; and

(e) re-broadcasting, wire diffusion or public performance

with the aid of the fixations or reproductions referred to in
subparagraph (d) of this paragraph, except where the orga-
nisation in which the right vests has authorised the sale of
the said fixations or reproductions to the public;
2. in the territory of any other Party to this Agreement,
the same protection as that other Party may extend to orga-
nisations constituted in its territory and under its laws or
transmitting from its territory, where such protection is
greater than that provided for in paragraph 1 above.

Under Article 3, the States party to the Agreement
may, in certain cases, withhold the protection provided
for in Article 1 in respect of their own territory by mak-
ing a declaration. As regards distribution of broadcasts
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