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BOOK REVIEWS
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Satellitensendungen und Urheberrecht. Ein Beitrag zur rechtlichen Pro-
hlematik von Weltraumiibertragungen [Satellite hroadcasts and copy-
right. A contribution to the stndy of the legal prohlems arising from
space ftransmissions], hy Urs M. Reinshagen. One volume of XXX-125
pages, 15X 22 cm. Schulthess Polygraphischer Verlag AG, Znrich
1971. Ziircher Beitriige zur Rechtswissenschaft, nene Folge, Heft 381.

Undoubtedly one of the most popular topics nowadays in the field of
international copyright is that of the prohlems raised hy transmission via
space satellites. It .comes as no surprise, therefore, that the author of this
work should have chosen it as the ohject of his study.

The hook is divided into fonr parts. In the first part, the author
gives an acconnt of the technical, economic, political and legal aspects of
this new communication medium, and descrihes the beginnings of organi-
zation and cooperation at the international level.

The second part is devoted to the gnestion whether satellite transmis-
sions come under the definition of hroadcasting. This is a key question,

and it is examined from several different angles hy means of a com- |

parative analysis of the legislation of a certain numher of conntries and
the various international conventions.

In the third part, the anthor deals with the ohstacles in the copy-
right field which stand in the way of the free transmission of television
broadcasts hy satellites. In this respect, the situation is different depend-
ing on the category of works and the method of their protection.

Finally, in the fourth part, the anthor studies projected solutions at
the international level. The account of the work of the Committee of
Governmental Experts convened jointly hy WIPQO and Unesco naturally
stops at the 1971 Lausanne meeting. In his conclusion, the author
advocates a sort of compulsory licenmse coupled with certain practical

measures intended to simplify the payment of the royalties due to the
authors.
A very comprehensive hihliography is appended to this work.
M.S.

*
* %

Der urheherrechtliche Lizenzvertrag [The copyright license agreement],
hy René Muttenzer. One volume of VII.-66 pages, 15 X 22 cm. Helbing
& Lichtenhahn, Basle and Stuttgart, 1970. Basler Studien znr Rechts-
wissenschaft, No. 90.

Starting with the idea that the copyright license agreement has
an economic importance which is heyond dispute, the anthor of this werk
ohserves that the prohlem has nevertheless heen insnfficiently dealt with
in Swiss case law and literature. The result is a potential lack of legal
security which is reflected in the large numher of arhitration clanses to
he fonnd in this type of agreement. .

The pnrpose of any license agreement, according to the anthor,
consists in the grant of permission to make nse of immaterial property.
As for its legal nature, it is a contractus sui generis, a type of agreement
for which no specific legal rnles have heen provided for in the law.

After discnssing the prohlem in a general manner, the author analyzes
the categories into which this type of agreement falls in various spheres
of practical activity (performance of musical works, stage performances,
presentation of films, puhlication, reproduction in newspapers and peri-
odicals). He points out that it is in puhlishing that the word “ license”
has found its way into everyday language. This field differs from others
in that there is a tendency in practice for exclnsive licenses to predom-

M.S.

inate over non-exclusive licenses.
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