








Il

CORRESPONDENCE

Ul

Letter from Japan




CORRESPONDENCE 277




278 COPYRIGHT — DECEMBER 1966




CORRESPONDENCE 279




280 COPYRIGHT — DECEMBER 1966




CORRESPONDENCE 281




282 COPYRIGHT — DECEMBER 1966




CORRESPONDENCE 283




284 COPYRIGHT — DECEMBER 1966




CORRESPONDENCE 285




286 COPYRIGHT — DECEMBER 1966

Yoshio NOMURA
Member of the Government Copyright Conncil

—— INTERNATIONAL ACTIVITIES —

International Writers Guild (IWG)
(First World Congress. Los Angeles, October 10-16, 1966)

A new international non-governmental organization, the
International Writers Guild, formed in October, 1964, held its

first World Congress in Los Angeles (USA), from October 10 t

to 16, 1966. Up to now, it was only the Executive Committee
of this organization that had met'). The International Writers

Guild, whose original founders were the writers organizations

of Great Britain, the United States and Yugoslavia, counsists of |

autonomous national associations which represent screen, tele-
vision and radio writers. Its aims are to maintain and support
the writer’s responsibility to the peoples, ensure that he re-
ceives a fair share of the rewards of his own achievement and
that his moral and material interests are safeguarded through-
out the world. Besides being an international craft organiza-
tion, the International Writers Guild is founded on the belief
that the free exchange of ideas between writers of different
countries and their co-operation in transmitting these ideas
through films, television and radio to audiences throughout
the world will lead to greater nnderstanding, tolerance and
ultimately to universal peace.

The first World Congress held its sittings at the center of
the Writers Guild of America (West). The delegates of nation-
al associations, members of the International Writers Guild,
of the following countries took part in it: Australia, Belgium,
Canada, Czechoslovakia, Denmark, Finland, France, Great
Britain, Israel, Japan, Netherlands, Sweden, United States of
America, and Yugoslavia. The national association of the USSR
had delegated its observers; the International Confederation

1) See Copyright, 1965, p. 247.

of Societies of Anthors and Composers (CISAC) and the Inter-
national Federation of Actors (IFA) had done the same.

Invited in the capacity of observers, BIRPI was represented
by Mr. Claude Masouyé, Counsellor, Head of the Copyright
Division, and Mr. Melville B. Nimmer, Professor of law at the
University of California, Los Angeles, consultant of BIRPI;
and Unesco by Mr. Gérard Bolla, Head of the Bureau of Per-
sonnel. ‘

The agenda included the examination of a certain number
of professional or guild problems: co-production; translation
rights; production costs; quotas; proportion of national/foreign
production; censorship; various provisions to be inserted in
agreements between writers and producers.

It included also the study of the proposals for the revision
of the Berne Convention_concerning the film copyright system
and the rules provided for in favour of developing countries.
In this respect, the International Writers Guild, having heard
the report presented by the Chairman of its International
Copyright Committee, expressed the following opinion:

The First Congress of 1he Internalional Writers Guild, meeting in
Hollywood on October 10-16, 1966,

Having examined the new proposals for the revision of the Berne
Convenlion,
(a) about the question of cinematographic and television works

(Article 14, paragraphs 4 10 7, and Arlicle 2, paragraph 2)

Establishes 1he facl that 1he inlerpretalive rule of conlracls (Article
14, paragraph 4) which replaces the former presumption of assignment
has, in effect, the same meaning, i. e., the writers (even if it is no longer
presumed lhal they have transferred all their rights) lose the right to
prevent lhe exploitation of 1heir work, in any way, whalever 1leir con-
Iract may be, except in case of an agreemenl clearly to 1he conlrary;
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