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—— INTERNATIONAL ACTIVITIES ——

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (Unesco)

Inter-American Meeting of Copyright Experts
(Rio de Janeiro, July 4-9, 1966)

FINAL REPORT?Y)
submitted by
Mr. Ernesto Rojas y Benavides, Rapporteur

I. Introduction

1. In compliance with resolution 3.336 B (b). adopted by
the General Conference at its thirteenth session, an Inter-
American Meeting of Copyright Experts was convcened by
Unesco with the co-operation of the International Confedera-
tion of Societies of Authors and Composers (CISAC). Thanks
to the generous hospitality of the Government of Brazil, the
meeting was held at Rio de Janeiro, from July 4 to 9, 1966.

2. The purpose of the meeting was to examine the present
state of national legislation in American Member States and
Associate Members of Unesco in regard to copyright, and to
make appropriate recommendations for the development of
that legislation.

3. The participants were copyright experts from eighteen
Membher States of Unesco, invited in their personal capacity by
the Director-General of that Organization. The meeting was
also attended by observers from one Member State of Unesco
and from international intergovernmental and non-govern-
mental organizations. A full list of participants is attached to
the present report (Annex B).

4. The meeting was opened by Mr. Saba, representative of
the Director-General of Unesco, who expressed his pleasure at
secing so large a number of distinguished American experts
gathered together in Rio de Janeiro and thanked the Brazilian
Government for its generous welcome.

1) We reproduce here, with its kind permission, the text which has
heen communicated to us by the Secretariat of Unesco.

5. Mr. Scarabdtolo, representing the Minister of Foreign
Affairs of Brazil, greeted the participants on behalf of his
Government, and wished the meeting all success in its work.

Election of Officers

6. Mr. Ildefonso Mascarenhas da Silva, Professor at the
University of Brazil, was elected Chairman by acclamation.
Mr. George D. Cary and Mr. Rogelio Sotela-Montagne were
elected Vice-Chairmen, and Mr. Ernesto Rojas y Benavides was
elected Rapporteur.

7. Taking the Chair, Mr. Mascarenhas da Silva thanked
the meeting for the tribute it had paid to his country in elect-
ing him, and expressed the hope that the meeting would pro-
duce results of value to the whole of America.

Conduct of business

8. The meeting unanimously adopted document RIADA/
INF/6, containing its pregramme of work, and began its con-
sideration of the items on its agenda.

II. Summary of Debates

1. Comparative study of the national legislations of American
States (docuinent RIADA/3)

A. America and eopyright

9. The meeting began its work with a general discussion
on the present situation in the American States as regards
copyright.

10. The experts from Jamaica and from Trinidad and To-
bago said that draft copyright laws were currently under dis-
cussion in their conntries and, in that context, they emphasized
the importance and usefulness of the meeting. They explained
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