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	WORLD INTELLECTUAL
PROPERTY ORGANIZATION
	WORLD ASSOCIATION
FOR SMALL AND MEDIUM-SIZED ENTERPRISES


WIPO-WASME FORUM 
ON PRACTICAL INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ISSUES 
FOR THE SMALL AND MEDIUM SIZED ENTERPRISES (SMEs) SUPPORT AND FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS 
including Technology/Business Incubators

organized by
the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO)

and
the World Association for Small and Medium-sized Enterprises (WASME)

Geneva, January 18 to 20, 2005

provisional program

prepared by the International Bureau of WIPO

Tuesday, January 18, 2005

8.30 – 9.00
Registration

9.00 – 9.30
Opening Ceremony


Welcome addresses by:


Dr. Arun Agrawal, Secretary General, World Association for Small and Medium Enterprises (WASME), Noida, India


Mrs. Rita Hayes, Deputy Director General, Copyright and Related Rights and Industry Relations, World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO), Geneva

SUB-THEME 1:  STRATEGIC USE OF INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ASSETS FOR BUSINESS: FROM IDEA TO COMMERCIALIZATION

Under this sub-theme, the Forum will have the opportunity to discuss basic concepts of intellectual property rights and how these rights could be used effectively as a part of business strategy to enhance the competitiveness of SMEs individually and collectively.  Relevant WIPO officials will make presentations and participants will have the opportunity to discuss the subject matter after each presentation.

9:30 – 10:30
Item 1:
Protection Innovative/Business ideas: The Need for Putting in Place an Effective Trade Secrets Protection Program

Speaker:
WIPO official

10:30 – 10:45
Coffee Break

10:45 – 11:45
Item 2:
Developing and Implementing a New Product Strategy as a Part of Business Strategy:  Role of Patents and Utility Models

Speaker:
WIPO official

11:45 – 12:45
Item 3:
Using Trademarks and Industrial Designs for Product Recognition and Market Positioning/Market Segmentation

Speaker:
WIPO official

12:45 – 14:15
Lunch

14:15 – 15:15
Item 4:
Harnessing the Power of Copyright and Related Rights:  Focus on the Digital Environment
Speaker:
WIPO official

15.15 – 16.15
Item 5:
IP Dispute Resolution and Enforcement:  Role of Government Agencies, Arbitration and Mediation, and the Courts

Speaker:
WIPO official

16.15 – 16.30
Coffee Break

16.30 – 17.30
Item 6:
Ownership of IP Assets:  The Importance of Intellectual Property in the Activities of Technology/Business Incubators

Speaker:
WIPO official

17.30 – 17.45
Summary of the focus of the day's discussions

Wednesday, January 19, 2005

9.00 – 10.00
Item 7:
Strategizing use of IP Assets:  Licensing and Franchising IP Assets

Speaker:
WIPO official

10.00 – 10.15
Coffee Break

10.15 – 11.15
Item 8:
Raising Finance:  IP Assets as a Source of Revenue and Tool of Accessing Finance

Speaker:
WIPO official

SUB-THEME 2:  SUPPORTING SMEs IN MAKING EFFECTIVE USE OF IP SYSTEM

Under this sub-theme, the discussions will focus on the experience of SMEs support and financial institutions in providing IP related services to their constituents.  Presenters from SME support financial institutions will share with participants their experiences in facilitating the use of IP system by SMEs.  Participants will have the opportunity to exchange ideas on relevant subject after each presentation.

11.15 – 12.15
Item 9:
Advocacy on IP Issues for SMEs and Creating IP Awareness Amongst SMEs

Speaker:
 Chamber of Commerce

12.15 – 14.15
Lunch Break

14.15 – 15.15
Item 10:
Reducing the Cost Burden:  IP Acquisition, Maintenance, use and Enforcement

Speaker:
Business Support Institution

15.15 – 16.15
Item 11:
Use of IP as a Tool for Accessing Financing:  The Perspective of Financial Institutions

Speaker:
Financial Institution (Bank)

16.15 – 16.30
Coffee Break

16.30 – 17.30
Item 12:
Importance of Collective Marks, Certification Marks and Geographical Indications for SMEs

Speaker:
Enterprise/Entrepreneur

17.30 – 17.45
Summary of the focus of the day's discussions

Thursday, January 20, 2005

9.00 – 10.00
Item 13:
Providing Intellectual Property Related Services by Technology/Business Incubators:  Best Practice

Speaker:
Incubator

10.00 – 10.15
Coffee Break
SUB-THEME 3:  OVERCOMING THE CHALLENGES

This sub-theme will provide an opportunity for participants to address the challenges they face facilitating SMEs’ use of IP system, challenges facing SMEs in accessing IP related services offered by support institutions and how such challenges could be overcome. The session will include presentations from WIPO, SME support institutions and SMEs. Presentations will be followed by discussions.

10.15 – 11.15
Item 14:
IP Related Policy Challenges Facing SMEs Support Institutions

Speaker:
Small Business Association 
11.15 – 12.15
Item 15:
Responding to the Needs of High-tech SMEs

Speaker:
Innovation Center 

12.15 – 14.15
Lunch Break

14.15 – 15.15
Item 16:
Networking SMEs IP Related Support

Speakers:
SME Networking Institution
15.15 – 16.15
Roundtable Discussions


–
Policy Framework for SME Support Institutions


–
Addressing the Challenges of Financial Institutions


–
Structuring Cooperation Between SME Support Institutions and WIPO

Moderator:
To be named

Panelists:
WIPO, WASME, Venture Capital Institution 

16.15 – 16.30
Coffee Break

16.30 – 16.45
Summary of the focus of the day's discussions

16.45 – 17.45
Evaluation and Closing Session
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