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Introduction

 AUTONUM  
The Standards and Documentation Working Group (SDWG) of the Standing Committee on Information Technologies (SCIT), at its sixth session, held in September 2005, agreed to create a new Task Force.  The Task Force should clarify the objectives of the Annual Technical Reports (ATRs) and the target users (including industrial property information providers and users).  The Task Force should also revise and update the current recommended contents of the ATRs.  (See document SCIT/SDWG/6/11, paragraphs 58 to 62.)
 AUTONUM  
In accordance with the above, the ATRs Task Force prepared a questionnaire and carried out a web survey, which was also conducted with the aim of improving the current recommended contents of the ATRs.  A document containing a summary and analysis of the results of the survey, including conclusions and proposals, was presented for consideration by the SDWG at its eighth session, held in March 2007.  (See document SCIT/SDWG/8/5.)

 AUTONUM  
At its eighth session, the SDWG approved the conclusions given in paragraphs 13 to 16 and the proposals given in paragraph 17 of the Annex to document SCIT/SDWG/8/5, including the definitions of the main objectives and target users of the ATRs, as well as the revised recommended contents of the ATRs on Patent, Trademark, and Industrial Design 
Information Activities.  The SDWG referred back to the ATRs Task Force the discussion and preparation of a proposal on the following additions to the Recommended Contents for patents, for trademarks, and for industrial designs whenever applicable:


(a)
Section II:  Activities of the Office regarding Optical Character Recognition (OCR),

(b)
Section III:  Activities of the Office regarding preclassification,

(c)
Section VI:  URLs of the web pages of the Office’s website for electronic filing of patent applications, and

(d)
Section VIII:  At the end of the last item in this section add “, as well as websites,” to read “Main patent and industrial property information magazines/journals published in the country or region of the Office, as well as websites.”

(See document SCIT/SDWG/8/5, paragraphs 28 and 29.)
ATRs Task Force Activities, Results and Proposals

 AUTONUM  
The volatile (non-persistent) nature of URLs was mentioned during the discussions at the eighth session of the SWDG, but no definite decision regarding URLs was made by the SDWG.  Further discussion about the stability of URLs by the ATRs Task Force members resulted in agreement that where URLs are requested in ATRs, it is preferred that either URLs which are likely to remain stable over time (three years or more) are provided, or home (main) page URLs are provided with a short explanation of how to access the corresponding information.

 AUTONUM  
Taking into account the additions referred to in paragraph 3, above, Annexes 1 to 3 of this document are presented for the consideration and approval by the SDWG.  The proposals result from the discussion by the ATRs Task Force members concerning the revision of the recommended contents of the ATRs on patent, trademark, and industrial design information activities, respectively.  Proposed changes to the current contents as recommended are highlighted:   
(a) 
In the recommended contents it should be noted that a bracketed clarification has been added to item III to address some concerns on the inclusion of preclassification, while still retaining the option to report on preclassification for those to whom it is relevant.  
(b)
Reference to an additional note (relating to the stability of URLs) has been added in multiple points of each Appendix to try to find some middle ground between those who wish to add URLs and those who are concerned about the stability of a URL over time.  
(c)
The entire sub-item 3(d), above, has not been included since Task Force members considered that its inclusion is not appropriate.  It should be noted that this sub‑item was first included in 2006 ATRs Recommended contents as the sixth point of item VIII.  Of the 43 ATRs published so far for 2006, 18 discuss the main patent and industrial property information magazines/journals published in the country or region of the Office.

Secretariat activity in the two-year plan to improve visibility of and access to ATRs

 AUTONUM  
The SDWG, at its eighth session, requested that the Secretariat, over a two-year period, improve the visibility and access to ATRs and present a report to the SDWG and subsequently to the SCIT Plenary.  In addition to what is presented below the Task Force Leader will provide more information in her oral report to the SDWG.  (See document SCIT/SDWG/8/14, paragraphs 30 to 32.)  
 AUTONUM  
Regarding the request in paragraph 30(a) “to improve the statistical information on the ATRs”, statistics will be collected for analysis over a two-year period in order to quantify and qualify (where possible) visitor hits to ATR information.  Such analysis may show changes over time as accessibility to and visibility of ATR information is improved as discussed below.
 AUTONUM  
Regarding the request in paragraph 30(b) “to improve the visibility of the ATRs by requesting offices to implement the agreement referred to in paragraph 17(c) of the Annex to document SCIT/SDWG/8/5”, SCIT members were invited in circular C. SCIT 2643 (July 5, 2007) to inform interested parties that the ATRs are available on WIPO’s website and to post, on their websites, a notice on the ATRs with a link to the ATRs web page.

 AUTONUM  
Regarding the request in paragraph 30(c) “to simplify the access to the ATRs on WIPO’s website”, it is intended to provide access to ATRs from other parts of the WIPO website.  In this way, users of related services may have their attention (re)drawn to the existence of ATRs.  
 AUTONUM  
Regarding the request in paragraph 30(d) “to analyze and address the apparent constraints in accessing the ATRs made available through the ATR Management System;” a new search interface is intended to be added to the ATR home page.  This unsophisticated search interface will include the ability to filter results by requested country, modality, and type.  Keyword searches using simple Boolean operators will allow further refining of results.    

 AUTONUM  
Regarding the request in paragraph 30(e) “to organize the addition of the three modalities of ATRs to search engine indexes (e.g., Google), if possible”, an effort to improve the site rankings of the ATRs within Google will be made.   

Other Activity

 AUTONUM  
The following ATRs for 2006 have been published, as at January 9, 2008:  

Patent Information Activities:  31  (AM, AT, AU, BG, BR, CA, CR, CZ, EA, EE, EG, EP, GB, GE, HU, IE, JP, KG, KR, KZ, LT, MX, MY, PH, PL, RO, RU, SK, UA, US, UZ).
Trademark Activities:  29  (AM, AT, AU, AZ, BG, CA, CI, CN, CR, CZ, EE, GB, GE, HU, JP, KG, KR, KZ, LT, MK, PH, PL, RO, RU, SE, SK, UA, US, UZ).
Industrial Design Activities:  29  (AM, AT, AU, BG, CA, CR, CZ, EE, GB, GE, HU, JP, KG, KR, KZ, LT, MK, MY, PH, PK, PL, RO, RU, SE, SK, SY, UA, US, UZ).
13.
The SDWG is invited:

(a) to note the contents of this document and of the oral report by the ATRs Task Force Leader;

(b) to consider and approve the Recommended contents of ATRs on Patent Information Activities reproduced in Annex I  to this document; 
(c) to consider and approve the Recommended contents of ATRs on Trademark Information Activities reproduced in Annex II to this document;  and
(d) to consider and approve the Recommended contents of ATRs on Industrial Design Information Activities reproduced in Annex III to this document.

[Annexes follow]


