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 AUTONUM  
The Standards and Documentation Working Group (SDWG) of the Standing Committee on Information Technologies (SCIT), at its eighth session, in March 2007, agreed to create a new Task to prepare a new WIPO Standard for the processing of industrial design information using XML (eXtensible Markup Language) and to establish the ST.86 Task Force to deal with this Task.  As agreed by the SDWG, an informal meeting was held during the eighth session, to ensure harmony among the tasks dealing with XML issues (see paragraphs 65 to 71 of document SCIT/SDWG/8/14).
 AUTONUM  
As a follow-up to the above decisions, the International Bureau (IB) issued Circular C.SCIT 2638, dated April 30, 2007, inviting those offices wishing to participate actively in the discussions of the ST.86 Task Force to nominate a representative thereto.  The 
following 15 Offices appointed their representatives:  AU, CA, DE, DK, EM, EP, GB, JP, KR, LT, RU, SE, US, VN and WO/IB.

 AUTONUM  
The IB also issued Circular C.SCIT 2640, dated May 21, 2007, inviting industrial property offices to provide copies of materials related to the processing of industrial design information, as well as business practices, using XML technologies (e.g., XML Dictionary including description).  This material would permit the ST.86 Task Force to obtain 
information on existing practices within industrial property offices with regard to the above‑mentioned Task.  The following eight Offices provided information: AT, AU, CA, DE, JP, RU, UA and US.  Please consult the following web page for further details:  http://www.wipo.int/scit/en/mailbox/index.html.
 AUTONUM  
To prepare and review the proposals of the said new WIPO Standard, two informal meetings of the ST.86 Task Force took place in Alicante in June 2007 and in Geneva in October 2007.  The results of the meetings and copies of the presentations given to the meetings are available at the ST.86 Task Force web page:  http://www.wipo.int/scit/en/taskfrce/st86/background.htm.
5.
The ST.86 Task Force has prepared a draft proposal for a new XML standard for industrial designs, i.e., WIPO Standard ST.86.  This proposal, including the List of Acronyms and Abbreviations (Appendix D), is reproduced in the Annex to this document, for consideration and approval by the SDWG.  The XML Dictionary (Appendix A), the XML Schema (Appendix B), the Associated Class Diagram (Appendix C) and the ST.36 Compatibility Form (Appendix E) of the proposed WIPO Standard ST.86 will be made available separately and only in electronic form, also for consideration and approval by the SDWG, on the WIPO’s website at http://www.wipo.int/standards/en/xml_material/st86/.
6.
With regard to the continuous revising and updating of the new WIPO Standard ST.86, it would be convenient to set up a “fast track” procedure for the consideration and approval of the revisions of the main part and appendices of the Standard.  To update and revise WIPO Standard ST.86, the IB proposes, for consideration and approval by the SDWG, a similar procedure as that agreed on for WIPO Standards ST.36 and ST.66, namely:

(a)
that any proposal to revise WIPO Standard ST.86 presented to the IB be forwarded directly to the ST.86 Task Force for consideration and approval;

(b)
that the ST.86 Task Force be temporarily authorized to adopt revisions of WIPO Standard ST.86;

(c)
that a proposal to revise WIPO Standard ST.86 be forwarded to the SDWG for consideration whenever a proposed revision becomes controversial, i.e., that it is not possible to reach consensus among the ST.86 Task Force members;  and

(d)
that the ST.86 Task Force Leader inform the SDWG of any revision of WIPO Standard ST.86 adopted by the Task Force at the first occasion.

7.
In light of the detailed technical nature of the proposed WIPO Standard ST.86, it is requested, exceptionally, that technical comments and questions concerning this document and the XML Dictionary, XML Schema, Associated Class Diagram and the ST.36 Compatibility Form of WIPO Standard ST.86 be submitted in writing to the International Bureau in advance of the SDWG meeting to be held from February 18 to 22, 2008, in order to develop detailed technical answers.  Comments and questions should be sent to scit.mail@wipo.int, by February 2008.
8.
The SDWG is invited:


(a)
to formally adopt “WIPO Standard ST.86 - Recommendation for the Processing of Industrial Design Information Using XML (eXtensible Markup Language)” as the name of the proposed standard; 


(b)
to consider and approve WIPO
Standard ST.86, reproduced in the Annex to this document, along with the XML Dictionary (Appendix A), XML Schema (Appendix B), Associated Class Diagram (Appendix C), the List of Acronyms and Abbreviations
(Appendix D) and the ST.36 Compatibility Form (Appendix E) of the Standard referred to in paragraph 5, above;  and

(c)
to consider and approve the “fast track” procedure for the continuous revising and updating of WIPO Standard ST.86 referred to in paragraph 6, above.

[Annex follows]

