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Introduction

 AUTONUM  
The Standards and Documentation Working Group (SDWG) of the Standing Committee on Information Technologies (SCIT), at its fourth session, held in January 2004, created Task No. 36 concerning the preparation of a questionnaire on citation practices in industrial property offices. 
 AUTONUM  
At its fifth session, held in November 2004, the SDWG approved the questionnaire on citation practices, established the Citation Practices Task Force to handle Task No. 36, and also amended the title of the Task, which reads as follows:

“Task No. 36
Prepare a questionnaire and carry out a survey in order to clarify the different practices by industrial property offices regarding the difficulties in citing specific parts of the description of the invention text in a patent document.  Prepare a proposal regarding this matter for consideration by the SDWG.” 
(See document SCIT/SDWG/4/14, paragraphs 76 to 79 and document SCIT/SDWG/5/13, paragraphs 72 to 82.)
 AUTONUM  
On December 14, 2004, the International Bureau (IB) issued Circular C. SCIT 2605 which invited industrial property offices (IPOs) to complete the questionnaire referred to in paragraph 2, above.  

Background Information

 AUTONUM  
To keep in mind the form and objective of a citation reference the following definition from paragraph nine of International Standard ISO 690:1987 should be noted.  “A citation is a brief form of reference inserted parenthetically within the running text or appended as a note at the foot of the page, at the end of a chapter, or at the end of the complete text. The citation serves to identify the publication from which quoted matter within the text, an idea paraphrased, etc. was taken, and to specify its precise location within the source publication.”  

Citation Practices Task Force Activities and Results

 AUTONUM  
The results of the survey WIPO Circular C. SCIT 2605, reproduced in this document as Annex I, presents the practices by industrial property offices regarding the difficulties in citing precise locations in a patent document.  An introduction collating the results of the survey concerning Citation Practices in Patent Offices is included in Part 1 of Annex I followed by Part 2.  The Task Force recommends that the content of Annex I be published in 
Part 7 of the WIPO Handbook on Industrial Property Information and Documentation (WIPO Handbook) pertaining to Examples and Industrial Property Offices Practices as part “7.9  Citation Practices relating to Patent Information”.
 AUTONUM  
The Task Force, during the analysis of the results of the survey, has observed concerns, issues, and problems that are described in “Annex II – Observations, Comments, and Conclusions relating to Citation Practices by Patent Offices” which is attached to this document.  Issues discussed relate to the changing nature of filing and publication procedures at IPOs.  New publication procedures have resulted in multiple formats (renderings) of a single document, differing availability of documents and parts of a patent document to cite, as well as the improved capacity to automate the provision of cited and citing documents over the Internet.  The said Annex II is provided as background analysis.
 AUTONUM  
The discussion has uncovered a need to discover further information relating to citation reference creation and retrieval.   The Task Force proposes to carry out a new extended survey to further understand the Citation Practices of Patent Offices.  Having a new extended survey could achieve a more standardized way of making citations available.  Such a new survey would include questions about:
7.1
the progress and changes made since the previous survey questionnaire Circular C. CIT 2605 (conducted more than three years ago);
7.2
to what extent WIPO Standad ST.36 tags are currently used by applicants and Offices to code citation reference information within XML applications, search reports, publications and elsewhere;
7.3
the experience of IPOs (particularly those who have already implemented electronic publication) with regard to the costs and implications of paragraph numbering during the filing and publication process;  
7.4
how each jurisdiction handles publicly available citation references 
(see paragraphs 7 to 11 of WIPO Standard ST.14), citing references, as well as any legal or technical constraints relating to the publication of citation references including:
7.4(a)
where (or if) one can find citations relating to documents published by an IPO;  if the citation is found in the patent specification body, a search report, bibliographic details, or other supporting information;
7.4(b)
legal or technical constraints affecting the publication of citation references;

7.4(c)
how (or if) reference to citing documents are made;
7.4(d)
nature and volumes of different types of citations (patent, non-patent literature) and sources of citations (inventor/applicant, examiner, third party observers, opposition based); 
7.4(e)
how background art references are treated;
7.4(f)
practices relating to citing page-based and machine-readable documents;
7.4(g)
value of using document structure headings such as Best Mode or Technical Solution (and how they are used) in citation references;
7.4(h)
preferences for citing amended documents, particularly where multiple paragraphs have replaced one paragraph;  and
7.4(i)
preferences regarding citation references providing accessibility information such as Document Object Identifier (DOI), URL’s, or publisher unique ID’s.
 AUTONUM  
Documentation provided by the Patent Documentation Group (PDG) and the European Patent Office (EPO) during Task Force discussions, could be useful for providing content and examples during the formulation of a new survey, should a new survey be approved.  The documentation is available at http://www.wipo.int/scit/en/taskfrce/citation_practices/background.htm.

 AUTONUM  
In connection with this task, it is proposed to redefine “Citation” in the WIPO Glossary of Terms in Part 8 of the WIPO Handbook (see http://www.wipo.int/standards/en/part_08.html) to take into account the possible electronic nature of a citation reference.  The proposed wording for the redefinition of “Citation” can be found in Annex III to this document.
 AUTONUM  
Based on the discussions presented in Annex II to this document, it is proposed to review and update WIPO Standard ST.14 to make citation reference creation and retrieval more up-to-date, to improve consistency, and reduce ambiguity.  The changes proposed addressing the following issues are highlighted in Annex IV to this document.


10.1
Where multiple renderings of the same document are published, and if confusion is likely to occur, extra information such as a specific URL, an indication of the file format of the document (e.g. PDF), and the location of the cited document should be included in the citation reference.   

10.2
Further guidelines and exemplary detail are included to precisely and uniquely identify the location of material within the cited patent document
:  

10.2(a)
to use paragraph numbers (or other electronic filing identifiers) available in the cited document, or

10.2(b)
if there are no paragraph numbers, to use page and line numbers (or other page-based identifiers) if available, or
10.2(c)
if material within a long paragraph is being cited and only paragraph numbers are available then to use paragraph numbers and quoted text from within the paragraph(s), or

10.2(d)
if no page-based or paragraph identifiers are available, then to use headings within the document structure and quoted text from the paragraph(s).


10.3
Include further guidelines and exemplary detail for including a stable unique reference number within cited non-patent literature.

 AUTONUM  
The availability of patent application text in XML format should lead to a more standardized way of managing citation practices, an example of which is referred to in paragraph 8 above.  Citations are becoming more and more popular for example as starting points for searches.  Commercial providers are using new sources of citations to produce value-added information products which help information professionals as well as end users cope with the growing amount of patent information.  It is of great value for the whole community (offices, providers, and users) to have citations presented in an easily accessible standardized way. 

 AUTONUM  
To assist in the provision of uniform and reliable methods of referring to parts of patent documents, the Task Force recommends the following should be brought to the attention of the ST.36 Task Force for their consideration:

12.1
the ST.36 Task Force should note the importance of consistency of numbering (identifying) parts of a patent document filed in fully electronic form so that such numbers can be referred to easily during the creation of citation references at a later stage;
12.2
the ST.36 Task Force should note the importance of minimizing long paragraphs when creating or amending patent documents to avoid problems (later) when material contained in long paragraphs is being cited;    
12.3
referring to Annex I, and noting the intention of some IPOs to count various parts of the document such as gene sequences and computer programs the ST.36 Task Force could review the following:

12.3(a)
the elements “maths” and “chemistry” could be reviewed and if appropriate marked as current, instead of being reserved for future use, within the International Common Elements (ICEs) to WIPO Standard ST.36, and
12.3(b)
consider if further clarification is required to identify gene sequence lists, particularly when image content is defined as “dna” or the data is tagged as the element “bio-deposit” or “sequence-list”;  


12.4
review and suggest further document structure elements or attributes that could be included as further tags associated with WIPO Standard ST.36 that would aid the creation of citation references, such as the addition an attribute example (found predominantly in chemical patent applications) to the heading element; and

12.5
note the use and examples of XML tagging of citation references (for example as provided by the EPO and available as Task Force background reference material at http://www.wipo.int/scit/en/taskfrce/citation_practices/background.htm.).
 AUTONUM  
The leader of the Citation Practices Task Force presented to the XML Task Forces’ Informal Meeting on October 20, 2007, the objective and background of the ongoing discussions on the revision of WIPO Standard ST.14.  The presentation paid particular emphasis to those issues which have an impact on, or from, WIPO Standard ST.36.  The ST.36 Task Force was asked to note WIPO Standard ST.36-related draft proposals presented in paragraph 12, above.  

14.
The SDWG is invited:

(a)
to consider and approve the publication, in the WIPO Handbook, of “Citation Practices by Offices” reproduced from the survey questionnaire Circular C.SCIT 2605 in Annex I to this document;

(b)
to note the “Observations, Comments, and Conclusions relating to Citation Practices by Patent Offices” discussed in Annex II to this document;  

(c)
to consider and requisition a further extended survey questionnaire to determine the Citation Practices of Industrial Property Offices as discussed in paragraph 7, above;  

(d)
to consider and approve, according to wording of Annex III, the redefinition of the term “Citation” in the Glossary of Part 8 of the WIPO Handbook;

(e)
to consider and approve, according to that highlighted in Annex IV, changes to WIPO Standard ST.14,as discussed in paragraph 10, above;

(f)
to consider and request the ST.36 Task Force review the points elaborated in paragraph 12, and then take any necessary action.

[Annexes follow]

� Refer to the section Descriptive Elements in Patent Document in Annex II: Observations, Comments, and Conclusions for more detail.





