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REPORT OF THE WIPO STANDARD ST.10/C TASK FORCE

Introduction

 AUTONUM  
WIPO Standard ST.10/C is a Standard for the presentation of application bibliographic data, in particular, information for the presentation of application numbers and priority application numbers that is essential for industrial property offices (IPOs) for identifying priority application numbers properly and creating precise patent families.  Making patent families easy to create will result in significant advantages not only for IPOs, but also for users.  In fact, many IPOs do not comply with the recommendations described in WIPO Standard ST.10/C, and it was noted that little IPO data was reproduced in the table in the Appendix to WIPO Standard ST.10/C.

 AUTONUM  
In order to improve the quality of patent data and to avoid confusion in the presentation of priority application numbers, the WIPO Standard ST.10/C Task Force (ST.10/C Task Force) began discussions regarding WIPO Standard ST.10/C in July 2002. 

 AUTONUM  
At the second session of the SCIT/SDWG meeting held in December 2002 (SCIT/SDWG/2), in accordance with the proposal made by the ST.10/C Task Force, the SDWG agreed on a two-phase process:

 (i)
the first phase consisting of a moderate and pragmatic solution, and

(ii)
a second phase with a standardized format solution. 

 AUTONUM  
In the first phase, the revision of WIPO Standard ST.10/C was carried out through a pragmatic and effective approach.  At the fifth session of the SDWG, the revised WIPO Standard ST.10/C was adopted (see Appendix 4 to document SCIT/SDWG/5/13).  It was also agreed that the Secretariat would send to IPOs a survey, with accompanying circular regarding their compliance with the provisions of paragraph 12(a) in WIPO Standard ST.10/C concerning priority document numbers.  
 AUTONUM  
For the implementation of the second phase, at the fifth session of the SCIT/SDWG meeting (SCIT/SDWG/5) in November 2004, the ST.10/C Task Force proposed changes to the description of Task No. 30 in order to include the task relating to the revision of WIPO Standard ST.13 within the mandate of the ST.10/C Task Force.  The SDWG approved the changes as reproduced in Appendix 2 to the Annex to document SCIT/SDWG/5/4. 

 AUTONUM  
Since the SCIT/SDWG/5 meeting, the Task Force has been focusing on the second phase.  The Task Force prepared a draft proposal for application number formats in order to explore an ideal solution and discussed the said proposal at the sixth (September 2005), seventh (May/June 2006) and eighth (March 2007) sessions of the SDWG. 

 AUTONUM  
This report is a follow-up to the progress report presented by the ST.10/C Task Force at the eighth session of the SDWG in March 2007.  The said progress report was reproduced in the Annex to document SCIT/SDWG/8/2, including the Appendix which contained the draft proposal on the application number prototype format for the revision of WIPO Standard ST.13. 

 AUTONUM  
The SDWG, at its eighth session, following the request by the ST.10/C Task Force, reviewed and commented on the issues listed in subparagraphs 7(a) to 7(g) of Appendix 1 to the Annex to SCIT/SDWG/8/2, relating to the draft proposal on the application number prototype format.  The outcome of this review is presented in paragraphs 12 to 18 of document SCIT/SDWG/8/14.

Task Force Activities and Current Results

 AUTONUM  
Since the eighth session of the SDWG, the ST.10/C Task Force has been pursuing 
its work on an ideal format for application numbers based on the decisions, actions and timelines agreed on by the SDWG (see paragraph 15 of SCIT/SDWG/8/14 and paragraphs 7 and 8 of the Annex to SCIT/SDWG/8/2), including:
“The Task Force, during the period from the eighth to the ninth session of the SDWG, should add modifications as required to the draft proposal, format it to WIPO-standard type text and submit it at the ninth session of the SDWG and, if needed, at further meetings.”
 AUTONUM  
In response to decisions and remarks by the SDWG, during its eighth session, the ST.10/C Task Force met on March 21, 2007, to discuss the items, hierarchies for types of IP rights and codes for internal use, which the SDWG had referred back to the Task Force for further discussion.  However, since the agreement on the type of IP rights was not reached at that meeting, the Task Force continued its discussions, in the framework of the e-forum, on the preparation of an application number prototype format.  The draft proposal, which was formatted to the WIPO-standard type text, is reproduced in Appendix 1 to this document. 

 AUTONUM  
In order to reach a solution on types of IP rights, the ST.10/C Task Force summarized and discussed the current situation of IPOs that use numeric characters for types of IP rights on the basis of the Appendix of the WIPO Standard ST.10/C.  The list of codes used by IPOs is reproduced in Appendix 2 of this Annex.

 AUTONUM  
Based on its review of the types of rights, the Task Force reached a conclusion that a pragmatic solution would be to allocate codes 10–19 to patents, 20–29 to utility models, and, 30–99 for open office use.  Additionally, if WIPO created a list of the codes used by IPOs, this newly revised standard would be a significant improvement over the present standard with which most IPOs do not comply.

 AUTONUM  
In addition, as for types of IP rights, it was proposed that code 11 be assigned for PCT applications in the national phase (see paragraph 3(a) in the Appendix to document SCIT/SDWG/8/2).  When a PCT application enters into the national phase, there is an option for a patent application to be changed into an application for utility models, so it was pointed out that code 21 should be assigned to PCT applications for utility models.  It was recognized that such cases actually do exist, so the Task Force agreed with this assignment of code 21.

 AUTONUM  
Furthermore, when formatting the revised text of WIPO Standard ST.13 and incorporating within the Standard the items that had already been approved by the SDWG, the ST.10/C Task Force revised the title, as well as the Introduction and Definition sections, to ensure that they were in accord with the contents of the new Standard.  The Task Force also added other modifications where necessary.
 AUTONUM  
The ST.10/C Task Force also discussed the issue of whether a paragraph should be included that explains the use of words like “may”, “should”, “must”, printed in upper case.  The wording of this paragraph would be along the lines of that found in the Definitions section of WIPO Standard ST.66, which is as follows:  “The keywords MUST, MUST NOT, SHALL, SHOULD, SHOULD NOT, MAY, and OPTIONAL, when they appear in this document, are to be interpreted as described in Internet Engineering Task Force (IETF) Request For Comments (RFC) 2119.  Non-capitalized forms of these words are used in the regular English sense.”  As a result, the Task Force reached the conclusion that a more thorough consideration by the SDWG would be appropriate.

Further Work
 AUTONUM  
In line with the decision by the SDWG at its eighth session regarding the work schedule for the Task Force, the ST.10/C Task Force would like to propose the following actions and timeline for the completion of the revision of WIPO Standard ST.13:


-
The SDWG, at its ninth session, should discuss the formatted draft and consider for adoption the new WIPO Standard ST.13.

-
The SDWG, also at its ninth session, should discuss the issue on the definition of words in upper-case, described above in paragraph 15 in order to determine or specify the future direction for this issue.

-
The Task Force, during the period from the ninth to the tenth session of the SDWG, should add modifications as required to the draft proposal and submit it at the ninth session of the SDWG and, if needed, at further meetings.

-
The Task Force, also during the period from the ninth to the tenth session of the SDWG, should review WIPO Standard ST.10/C, particularly paragraphs 5 to 7 for any needed revisions in light of the revisions now being made to WIPO Standard ST.13.

 AUTONUM  
Based on paragraph 18 of document SCIT/SDWG/8/14, the ST.10/C Task Force would like to propose that the following two paragraphs be included in the new ST.13:

Note:
The new application number format provides for the use of codes or control characters;  see Items 5(b) type of industrial property right codes, 5(e) code for internal use (to be included in the eight-digit serial number) and 5(f) control character (check digit). If the codes or control characters are unique to an individual IPO, it is suggested that a list thereof would be maintained in the WIPO Handbook, e.g., in an additional Table other than Tables I and II of the Appendix of WIPO Standard ST.10/C .

Note:
The addition of type of industrial property right will require an update of ST.36 and possibly the Trademark XML standard.

[Appendices follow]

