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 AUTONUM  
The ad hoc International Patent Classification (IPC) Reform Working Group, at its fifth session, held in May 2001, agreed that, in view of the reform of the IPC, WIPO Standard ST.8 and some other relevant standards (“electronic data processing standards”) needed revision.  The IPC Reform Working Group also agreed that the revision of WIPO Standard ST.8 should be initiated and completed as soon as possible so as to give industrial property offices sufficient time to accommodate their computer systems to the revised Standard before the entering into force of the reformed IPC.  In this respect, the IPC Reform Working Group authorized the International Bureau to submit a request to the Standing Committee on Information Technologies (SCIT) for inclusion of the revision of Standard ST.8 (and as necessary, recommendations concerning other relevant standards) in the SCIT work program.

 AUTONUM  
In order to provide comprehensive material for ensuring a timely revision process under the SCIT, the IPC Reform Working Group requested the European Patent Office (EPO) to prepare a detailed revision proposal by September 1, 2001, and invited its members to submit comments on the proposal by November 1, 2001.  On November 16, 2001, the EPO submitted to the Secretariat the above proposal of a request for revision of WIPO Standard ST.8, as well as related standards.

 AUTONUM  
At its seventh session, held in May 2002, the IPC Reform Working Group discussed a new presentation of classification symbols on the front page of patent documents, required by IPC reform.  The IPC Reform Working Group also considered a review of existing WIPO standards, prepared by the EPO, that could require modifications in view of the new presentation of classification symbols on the front page, and requested the International Bureau to inform the SCIT accordingly.  

(See paragraphs 41 to 43 of document IPC/REF/5/3;  paragraphs 39 and 40 of document IPC/REF/7/3;  and documents SCIT/7/7 and SCIT/7/7 Add.1.)

 AUTONUM  
The request for revision of WIPO Standard ST.8 and related standards referred to in paragraph 1, above, and the review by the EPO referred to in paragraph 2, above, were presented for consideration by the SCIT Plenary at its seventh session, held in June 2002.  The SCIT Plenary agreed:


(a)
to create a task for the revision of all WIPO standards which may require modification in view of the IPC reform;

(b)
to establish a Task Force to handle the revision of all WIPO non-electronic data processing and exchange standards which may require modification in view of the IPC reform;

(c)
to assign the revision of all WIPO electronic data processing and exchange standards which may require modification in view of the IPC reform to the Electronic Data Processing and Exchange Standards (EDPES) Task Force.

The SCIT Plenary welcomed the offer of the EPO to be the leader of the Task Force.

(See paragraphs 31 to 33 of document SCIT/7/17.)

 AUTONUM  
Subsequently, the International Bureau (IB) distributed, by e-mail, a letter of the EPO, dated July 5, 2002, inviting those Offices wishing to participate in the discussions to nominate a representative.  19 representatives were nominated.

 AUTONUM  
Upon setting up the electronic forum, the WIPO Standards and IPC Reform Task Force (ST.8 Task Force) began its discussions on the basis of a draft project description prepared by the EPO on August 7, 2002.  On November 14, 2002, the EPO, as leader of the Task Force, submitted the report of the Task Force on the work carried out, the issues addressed and the agreements reached for its presentation at the Standards and Documentation Working Group (SDWG).  The Task Force requested, through the Secretariat, input from the EDPES Task Force in order to complete the mandate given to it.  The report of the Task Force, as well as the project description, a draft version of WIPO Standard ST.8 and the request to the EDPES Task Force, are reproduced as an Annex to this document and Appendices I to III thereto.
 AUTONUM  
The results of the deliberations of the EDPES Task Force shall be presented as an oral progress report to the SDWG.  Another oral progress report of the work carried out by the WIPO Standards and IPC Reform Task Force since submitting the report referred to in paragraph 5, above, and the latest results reached will be also presented at the current session of the SDWG in order to inform the Working Group on the status of the revision of WIPO standards which may require modification in view of the IPC reform.

 AUTONUM  
The SDWG is invited:


(a)
to note the contents of the report of the WIPO Standards and IPC Reform Task Force as given in the Annex to this document and the three attached Appendices;

(b)
to note the oral progress report by the EDPES Task Force on the request received from the WIPO Standards and IPC Reform Task Force;

(c)
to note the oral progress report by the WIPO Standards and IPC Reform Task Force and consider its proposals, if any;  and

(d)
eventually, to approve proposals made by the Task Forces in their oral progress reports concerning the work carried out in respect to the revision of WIPO standards which may require modification in view of the IPC reform.

                              [Annex follows]
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ANNEX

Report on the SCIT Task Force on WIPO Standards and IPC Reform

(November 2002)

1.
Introduction
In the framework of WIPO, the IPC Committee of Experts and the ad hoc Working Group on the IPC Reform are currently considering changes in the use and structure of the IPC, which induce revisions to several WIPO Standards, dealing with classification codes. In this respect, the Working Group authorized the International Bureau to submit a request to the Standing Committee on Information Technologies (SCIT) for inclusion of the revision of Standard ST.8 (and as necessary, recommendations concerning other relevant standards) in the SCIT work program and to establish a Task Force as it deemed necessary.

Upon request of the seventh session of the SCIT, held in June 2002, 16 patent offices nominated members for the Task Force on WIPO Standards and IPC Reform, and work started in August 2002 on the basis of the documents SCIT/7/7 and SCIT/7/7 Add.1. 

2.
Task Force activities

The Task Force started by defining its project brief, which is attached as Appendix I. The Task Force concluded that the electronic standards were an integral part of the problem to be addressed, and therefore drafted a project brief for both this Task Force and the Task Force on Electronic Data Processing and Exchange Standards (EDPES).

The discussions then commenced on the revision of ST.8 with the title “Standard Recording of International Patent Classification (IPC) Symbols on Machine-Readable Records” in order to achieve compliance with the new specifications set by the ad hoc IPC Reform Working Group.  In its discussions the Task Force concentrated on clarifying these specifications and ensuring a wording, which should permit users to achieve maximum interchangeability through the use of a coherent standard.

In particular, a column, defining the values allowed in the various fields of the 
machine-readable records, has been added to the table defining the structure of the records. A comprehensive example, derived from SCIT/7/7 Add.1, has been included in the standard.

3.
Current result and further work 

The members of the Task Force agreed on the attached version 5 of ST.8 (see 
Appendix II), to be presented to the SDWG meeting in December 2002.  In the mean time, the Task Force will continue its discussion for the revision of ST.10/B and ST.10/C, which deal with the presentation of classification symbols.  It is expected that this revision might result in a short document, which could still be presented to the same  meeting of the SDWG mentioned above.  The remaining non-electronic standards ST.7, ST.11, ST.12 and ST.18 will be considered as soon as possible.

Furthermore, the revised standard ST.8 is forwarded to the EDPES Task Force for further modifications in the “electronic data” standards, see Appendix III.

It is, however, important to remember that the IPC Committee of Experts has not yet given final approval for the IPC presentation on the front page of documents.  The 
ad hoc Working Group on the IPC Reform might request further small changes to the structure of classification codes.  In this respect, this report has been prepared on the basis of information available as of November 1, 2002.  Further changes may be needed, and the implementation will have to be closely coordinated with the ad hoc Working Group. 

[Appendices follow] 

