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Barnaby Hoyal 

 Nationality British 

 2016-  Examiner in batteries and fuel cells, 

 2012-2015  Responsible for the EPO’s IP5 Global Dossier 

 2005- 2012  Examiner in laboratory devices and gas separation 

 

 2005   Joined the EPO 

 

 1995   M. Eng in Chemical Engineering 

   University of Cambridge 
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European Patent Office 

Our history 

 
1973 

 

5 October 1973 

   

 

 

1977  

 

 

 

2013   

Diplomatic Conference in Munich 

 

Signature of the European Patent Convention 

(EPC) by 16 countries 

 

 

Entry into force of the EPC in 7 countries  

Foundation of the European Patent Organisation 

Foundation of the European Patent Office 

 

Celebration of 40 years of the EPC 

More on epo.org 
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European Patent Office 

Seven founding states in 1977 

Belgium • Germany • France   

Luxembourg • Netherlands   

Switzerland • United Kingdom    
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European Patent Office 

Today.... 
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38 European member states  

Belgium • Germany • France • Luxembourg  

Netherlands • Switzerland • United Kingdom  

Sweden • Italy • Austria • Liechtenstein  

Greece • Spain • Denmark • Monaco 

Portugal • Ireland • Finland • Cyprus  

Turkey • Bulgaria • Czech Republic  

Estonia • Slovakia • Slovenia • Hungary  

Romania • Poland • Iceland • Lithuania  

Latvia • Malta • Croatia • Norway   

Former Yugoslav Rep. of Macedonia   

San Marino • Albania • Serbia  

 

2 European extension states  

Bosnia-Herzegovina • Montenegro 

 

2 Validation states  

Morocco 

Republic of Moldova 



European Patent Office 

Our staff 

 

Total 

 

Munich 

The Hague 

Berlin 

 

Vienna 

  
Brussels 

 

3 772 

2 682 

247 

96 

4 

6 801 

Around 60% are patent examiners 

Source: EPO data on 31.12.2016 
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European Patent Office 

Evolution of filings at the IP5 (2004-2016) 
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European Patent Office 

 

Rapidly growing volumes of prior art, particularly from Asia 

 

 

Increasing complexity, especially in IT and biotech 

 

 

Growing patent examination workload  

 

 

Public expectation of highest possible patent examination quality 

 

 

 

 

Challenges and opportunities of the global patent system 
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European Patent Office 

The IP5 cooperation is a response to the challenges 

A cooperation programme between the world’s 5 biggest 
patent offices 

 
−EPO, JPO, KIPO, SIPO, USPTO 
 

 
The IP5 cooperation was initiated in 2007 to address the issue 
of growing backlogs and rapidly increasing filings. 

 
−Work-sharing considered to be main tool for addressing 

this issue 
 

−Timeliness and Quality key drivers 
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European Patent Office 

Global Dossier -  Timeline 

2003 Trilateral Offices invite respective industry associations for first time 

2007 1st IP5 Heads meeting to address ever increasing workloads 

2012 5th IP5 Heads meeting. Industry invited for the first time. Agreement  to 
 establish the Global Dossier Task Force (GDTF) with IP5 offices, IP5 
 Industry and WIPO as members. 

2013 1st IP5 GDTF meeting held in January in The Hague where  industry 
 defines its vision of Global Dossier with active and passive  components.
  

2014 In June the EPO delivers first Global Dossier service with SIPO data in 
 European Patent  Register. In October the EPO extends this service to 
 Espacenet. 

2015 2nd IP5 GDTF meeting held in January in Suzhou; delegations 
 propose five priorities which could form the next phase of Global 
 Dossier.  
 At the 8th IP5 Heads meeting held in May in Suzhou an IP5  vision 
 statement for the GDTF 5 priorities is endorsed. Annual GDTF meetings 
 agreed 
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European Patent Office 

GDTF Vision (Jan 2013) 

“[The Global Dossier] will allow users to efficiently 
access all available information about all applications 
and patents in the participating offices, and to utilize 
the electronic services of the offices.” 

 

- Global Dossier Taskforce industry delegation statement 1 March 2013 
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European Patent Office 

Global Dossier EPO implementation 

Global Dossier  Aggregated patent information and prosecution 

 

Timeline of EPO GD service 

 

June 2014 Launch  with CN and EP file wrappers 

 

April 2015 Extension  to KR and JP file wrappers. 

 

June 2015 Completion with the US file wrappers 

 

November 2017 Addition of the WIPO, CIPO file wrappers 
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European Patent Office 

EPO Global Dossier – Espacenet 
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Global dossier link available 

for JP,KR,CN, US and WO 

publications 



European Patent Office 

SIPO file wrappers 

since 06/14 

KIPO and JPO  file 

wrappers since 03/15 

USPTO file 

wrappers since 

06/15 
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The EPO’s Global Dossier 

WIPO (and CIPO) via 

WIPO CASE since 11/16 
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European Patent Office 25 

EPO Global Dossier – Document (JP example) 



European Patent Office 26 

EPO Global Dossier – Document (JP example Translated) 



European Patent Office 

GD File Wrapper Coverage 
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Office Documents in Global Dossier 

EPO Patent applications filed on or after 1 June 1978 

JPO Patent and utility model applications filed after 
2003 
PCT international applications entering the 
national phase in Japan after 2005 

KIPO Patent and utility model applications filed from 
January 2000 onwards 

SIPO Patent applications filed on or after 10 February 
2010 

USPTO Patent applications filed from January 2003 
onwards 



European Patent Office 

Some Planned improvements for GD 

Scope 

 >= 20 years duration of patent protection 

Content   

 same as National online file wrapper 

Timeliness  

 within one day of availability in online file wrapper   

Response time / performance 

 similar to National online file wrapper 

Availability 

24 x 365 
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European Patent Office 

Global Dossier Service – European Patent Register 
Direct access to JPO KIPO SIPO USPTO CIPO IB PCT  file wrappers 
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European Patent Office 

Global Dossier Service – EspaceNet 
Direct access to JPO KIPO SIPO USPTO CIPO IB PCT  file wrappers 
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European Patent Office 

Global Dossier Service 
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European Patent Office 

Common Citation Document - Background 

Launched in 2011 by Trilateral Offices (EPO,JPO,USPTO) 
 
Full IP5 participation  
 
Available to the Public (http://ccd.fiveipoffices.org)  
 
 
Access to the consolidated view of citations from ca. 30 patent 
authorities 
 currently almost 30 million  publications 

 with over 241 million  patent citations 

 and almost 38 million  non-patent citations 

  (2nd Oct 2017) 
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http://ccd.fiveipoffices.org/
http://ccd.fiveipoffices.org/
http://ccd.fiveipoffices.org/


European Patent Office 

Citations Database: Top 10 Main offices of origin 
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Country 
First 

publication 
date 

Number of 
citing 

publications 

Number of 
cited        

patents 

Number of cited              
non-patents 

          

UNITED STATES OF 

AMERICA 
04-02-1947 11 425 603 167 530 941 27 200 065 

JAPAN 09-11-1965 5 071 602 19 816 033  453 775 

WIPO 19-10-1978 3 294 659 16 312 310 4 346 752 

CHINA 02-06-2010 2 924 018 14 126 563 1 705 684 

EUROPEAN PATENT OFFICE 20-12-1978 2 592 831 10 235 245 3 335 114 

GERMANY 18-09-1943 1 819 664 6 894 561  755 340 

KOREA 07-01-2006  906 244 2 766 266  80 953 

FRANCE 29-08-1969  666 441 2 497 330  306 360 

GREAT BRITAIN 04-01-1979  573 139 2 315 470  104 202 

AUSTRALIA 18-03-1971  388 841  987 570  84 435 



European Patent Office 

Common Citation Document - Benefits 

Provides access to citation results from multiple offices 

 

All results in common format in a single location 

 

Cited Documents available directly for consultation 
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European Patent Office 35 

http://ccd.fiveipoffices.org/ 

or 

Espacenet -> INPADOC Patent Family 

 

http://ccd.fiveipoffices.org/
http://ccd.fiveipoffices.org/


European Patent Office 

Find Citations Examiner and Applicant 
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Patent 

documents 

Non- patent 

literature 



European Patent Office 

Find Citations Non Patent Literature 
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non- patent 

literature 

NPL 



European Patent Office 

Find Citations - Citing Documents 
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European Patent Office 

Find Families and Citations CCD 
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European Patent Office 

Find Families and Citations - CCD 
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Common Citation Document  Classifications 

 

 

Family Members    Fields Searched  

Search Report Citations  

Applicant Citations 



European Patent Office 

Enriched Citations 
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European Patent Office 

Export and print CCD 
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CSV or XLS 



European Patent Office 

On-going developments 

 

−USPTO: unpublished classification and citation provision 

 

−SIPO,JPO,KIPO: Provision of enriched citations 

 

−USPTO: 2001-2011 “A” publication citations were 

included in 2015      2 million citing documents 

40 million us publications cited 

20% increase in US collection 
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European Patent Office 

In a Nutshell... 

 
IP5 GD Service: 
  
 All the file wrappers from one place 
 
IP5 CCD Service: 
  
 All the citations in one place 
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European Patent Office 

CONCLUSION - 

“[The Global Dossier] will allow users to efficiently 
access all available information about all applications 
and patents in the participating offices, and to utilize 
the electronic services of the offices.” 
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Thank you ! 
 
 

ALL! 


