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International patent cooperation union
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Meeting of international authorities
under the PCT

Second Session

Geneva, March 9 to 13, 1992

Revised of the international
search guidelines

Memorandum prepared by the International Bureau 

1.
Following the discussions and recommendations made at the first session of the Meeting of International Authorities under the PCT (MIA), which took place from January 15 to 19, 1990, the International Bureau prepared a modified draft of revised PCT Search Guidelines, contained in document PCT/GL/2 Prov. Rev. 1.  That document was sent on June 8, 1990, with Circular C. PCT 378, to the International Searching Authorities for comments, together with revised Forms PCT/ISA/206 and 206bis and with a memorandum showing the corresponding procedures used by the European Patent Office (EPO).

2.
A copy of Circular C. PCT 378 and of its annexes as well as the comments received by the International Bureau from the Austrian Patent Office, the Australian Patent Office, the Patent Office of the former Soviet Union and the European Patent Office in reply to that Circular are reproduced in Annex A to this document.

3.
At the first session of MIA, several Authorities undertook to prepare models of certain filled-in Forms, to be added to the PCT Search Guidelines.  Models of international search reports showing various manners of indicating different categories of documents, prepared by the EPO and received by the International Bureau, were sent for comments to the International Searching Authorities on December 4, 1990, with Circular C. PCT 402, which circular invited other international authorities to also make contributions to the Guidelines.


4.
A copy of Circular C. PCT 402 and of its annexes as well as the comments received by the International Bureau from the Austrian Patent Office, the Australian Patent Office, the Japanese Patent Office, the Swedish Patent Office, the Patent Office of the former Soviet Union and the United States Patent and Trademark Office in reply to that Circular are reproduced in Annex B to this document.

5.
In addition, the United States Patent and Trademark Office prepared a model of filled-in Form PCT/ISA/206.  That model is reproduced in Annex C.

6.
On the basis of comments and proposals received, the International Bureau has prepared a second modified draft of revised PCT Search Guidelines for further discussion by the International Authorities.  That draft is contained in document PCT/GL/2 Prov. Rev. 2.  It takes into account the amendments to the PCT Regulations which will enter into force on July 1, 1992, and the wish of the PCT Assembly to include more details on the unity of invention requirements under PCT Rule 13 in the PCT Search Guidelines (see paragraph 24 of document PCT/A/XVIII/9).  It takes furthermore into account proposed modifications of the Administrative Instructions contained in document PCT/MIA/II/4.

[Annexes follow]
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