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Common Citation Document (CCD) 

CCD originated from a request of commercial sector (mostly US) to 

have a one stop shop for citations of prior art indentified by different 

IPOs for members of the patent family 

To avoid researching individual national phases 

Facilitate comparing prior art searches 

Faciltate identification of additional prior art 

Provide public access to trilateral offices internal resources 

Trilateral and other offices had established mechanisms for 

exchange of prior art search reports 
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Common Citation Document (CCD) 

CCD offers consolidated access to family information and the 

related citation data from JPO, USPTO, EPO, PCT, and several 

other jurisdictions for each respective family member. 

   

CCD builds on the EPO's family system and has been developed 

and is hosted by the EPO 

Displays all simple families being part of an extended family 

 

CCD permits viewing of cited patent documents per family member 

 

No examination reports included 

 

Various display options 
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Common Citation Document (CCD) 

Access to citation data: 

Link in Espacenet when viewing Inpadoc family of an application 

Search application number or publication number directly in CCD 

 

Default result:  

simple family of the application (list of application numbers) 

Indented: list of citations for each family member (if available) 

 

Option to retrieve the extended family 

List of simple families separated by "+" sign  
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"Compact" view 

Citations are hidden; click "expand" or "+" to see the citations 
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Filtering 

It is possible to display only family members with citations, and/or 

remove citations cited only by the applicants themselves (disclosure 

requirement; however, category D documents, ie cited by examiner as 

well, are not removed) 

http://www.trilateral.net/ccd


Espacenet view shows domestic families 
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Common Citation Document (CCD) 
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Enriched Citations for 

EPO 

Domestic family 

of citation 
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CCD – citations only view 

 
Shows for each citation in which 

search report it is cited, taking into 

account equivalents 

http://www.trilateral.net/ccd


"Inspector" viewing options 

It is possible to view the PDF or HTML publication of either citations 

or applications in the family list 

 

Optionally, documents can be viewed in parallel (by opening a 2nd 

inspector window with right click) 

 

This permits, e.g., quick comparison of a prior art document and the 

application, or of two prior art documents 



 

Inspector 1 Inspector 2 
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Estimated number 

of simple families 



 

Actual number of 

simple families 

“+” separator between simple families 

plus  different background shading 



Espacenet citations view  
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German Patent Office DPMAregister 
Access to examination status and search reports of applications 

processed by German patent office: no file wrapper yet 

 

http://register.dpma.de/DPMAregister/Uebersicht?lang=en


German Patent Office DPMAregister 



AusPat: eDossier 
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