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Dr. Zafar Mirza is a medical doctor with a post-graduation specialization in public health, focusing on pharmaceutical policies in developing countries. Currently he works at the World Health Organization at its headquarters where he heads the Department of Public Health, Innovation and Intellectual Property. The main work of this department is to coordinate the implementation of Global Strategy and Plan of Action on Public Health, Innovation and Intellectual Property; WHO Health Research Strategy; and International Trade and Public Health related work. Before assuming this important office, he served as a Regional Adviser for Essential Medicines and Pharmaceutical Policies in the East Mediterranean Regional Office of WHO based in Cairo, where he was responsible for 22 countries in his area of work. For 12 years before joining WHO, he was a founding Executive Director of a civil society organization in Pakistan, The Network for Consumer Protection. He is a well-travelled Pakistani national, who has made extensive contributions at national and international level.

