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ANNEX V

SUMMARY REPORT ON THE WIPO-AUSTRALIA COOPERATION AGREEMENT

1.
The WIPO-Australia Joint Statement was signed on March 6, 2000, between WIPO and the Government of Australia.  IP Australia has the lead role in coordinating and implementing Australia’s commitments under the Agreement.

I.
PURPOSE OF THE AGREEMENT:

2.
The purpose of the Agreement is to strengthen and enhance mutual cooperation in providing legal and technical assistance to countries of Asia and the Pacific.  Under the agreement, WIPO and Australia seek to provide such assistance in the most effective, practical and efficient way, while responding to the priorities and expressed needs of the developing countries of the region.

MAJOR ACTIVITIES:

A.
Review of the Technical Assistance Needs in Countries of the Asia and Pacific Region
3.
WIPO and Australia regularly exchange information on the existing and possible technical assistance needs of developing countries of the Asia and Pacific region.  This information is obtained from contacts and consultations with the developing countries, and enables formulation of programs that address the actual needs and concerns of these countries.

B.
Documentation and Sharing of Information on the Existing Expertise, Programs and Resources Available to Meet the Intellectual Property Needs of the Region

4.
The International Bureau of WIPO and the Government of Australia have together developed a database of human resources indicating a range of expertise available within the two parties, in the intellectual property (IP) field, including an extensive database of lectures/experts from or assigned to the Asia and Pacific region by WIPO.  The experts included in the database are utilized in the delivery of intellectual property-related technical assistance in the region.

C.
Developing and Delivering a Program of Intellectual Property Technical Assistance Programs Directed to Specific Priority Needs Identified by Partner Countries

5.
Several priority areas have been identified by the two sides for technical assistance.  These include intellectual property administration; information technology;  development of an intellectual property system for the South Pacific sub-region;  traditional knowledge;  electronic commerce;  domain names;  geographical indications; distance learning;  intellectual property teaching;  long-term fellowships;  collective management of copyright;  enhancing the capacity of SMEs to benefit from intellectual property;  and public outreach.

6.
A number of activities under different projects or programs have been undertaken by WIPO and the Government of Australia in the identified priority areas.  Most recently, these included activities related to enforcement of intellectual property rights (Cambodia, Pakistan), modernization of IP Office (India), protection of trademarks (Viet Nam), public outreach (Singapore), innovation and technology transfer (Thailand, Sri Lanka), 

policy development and institution building (India), public administration and IP (Hong Kong SAR), access to genetic resources, traditional knowledge and folklore (South Pacific 

sub-region).  A synopsis of the activities/programs undertaken in the past two years is annexed.

D.
Developing and Implementing Joint Projects
7.
Joint projects were developed and undertaken in three broad areas which included promotion of policy dialogue to enhance understanding of emerging IP issues, activities in relation to use and administration of IP systems, and building skills to enable effective use of the IP system.

8.
A major joint project for the fourteen Pacific Islands Forum Countries (FICs) that encompassed activities in all the above areas was formulated and successfully launched in October 2001.  The project is a three-year Regionally Focused Action Plan (RFAP) for the Intellectual Property Development of the FICs.  The overall objective of the Action Plan is to assist the FICs in their efforts to establish a regional IP infrastructure and to enable them to effectively use the IP system for sustainable economic development.

9.
A High-Level Meeting of IP Officials of the FICs and a Workshop on IP Legislation were organized in December 2001 as the first major activities under the RFAP.  These events provided an opportunity for the senior IP officials of the region to discuss ways to effectively implement the RFAP, especially to put in place IP legislation that would meet national requirements and be in accordance with international standards.  Over the course of the implementation of the RFAP a broad range of activities shall be undertaken in areas such as modernization of IP legislation, strengthening of IP administration, human resources development and awareness building.

10.
A number of other projects are in progress.  These include a case study on the use of traditional knowledge by indigenous persons/communities in Australia and preparation of training courses for staff of collective management societies.
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