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UNITED STATES PATENTAND . o JAPAN PATENT OFFICE

TRADEMARK OFFICE

DEC 21 201

* Mr. Yoshiyuki Takagi

Assistant Director General

World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPQ)
34, ch. des Colombettes

1211 Geneva 11

Switzerland

RE: WIPO Standard ST.3
Dear Mr. Takagi:

We are writing to request that WIPO establish a new two-letter code in WIPO Standard ST.3 to represent
"unknown states, other entities or organizations.”

WIPO Standard ST.3 provides two-letter alphabetic codes for the purpose of improving access to
industrial property (IP) information. These codes represent the names of States, other entities and inter-
governmental organizations that provide for the protection of IP rights or that act within the framework of
a treaty in the field of IP. Paragraph 10 of WIPO Standard ST.3 provides that "the letter combinations
AA, QM to QY, XA to XM, XO to XT, XX to XZ and ZZ are available for individual use and for
provisional codes."

We request that the code "XX" be designated to refer to unknown states, other entities, or organizations so
that our office can accommodate unknown country information in our databases. The new code would
facilitate IP data processing and exchange among Offices, and would enhance data quality. In addition, in
order to facilitate the development of WIPO Standard ST.96, "Recommendation for the processing of
Industrial Property information using XML," it is important that WIPO Standard ST.3 contain a two-letter
code representation to be used when the country or region designation is not specified or known.

1t is our understanding that other 1P Offices would also benefit from the establishment of this new code.
In our April 3, 2015 letter, we initially proposed use of the code “ZZ" for this purpose. Comments
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received from several offices indicated support for this proposal without any objections, but the Japan
Patent Office (JPO) indicated the need for further analysis. Based on discussions between us, our two
offices agree on the use of the code “XX” &3 described sbove.

Sincesely,

Y oot
Chief Policy Officer and Director for Intcrnational Affairs
United States Patent and Trademark Office
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Shintaro Takshara
Director for International Policy Division
Japan Palent Office





