
November 9, 2006

Dear Sir or Madam:

With reference to the general Director's letter Dr. Kamil Idris dated 4th October 2006 
regarding the questionnaire of the new mechanism for the preparation of the Program and 
Budget.

Kingdom of Bahrain is pleased to respond to the request for it as follows :

The Ministry of Industry and Commerce, IP Directorate is the competent authority in 
the Kingdom of Bahrain responsible of IP issues, other than Copyright which is in the domain 
of the Ministry of Information.

Bahrain has benefited enormously from its membership of WIPO, both through the 
various general programs as well as by direct technical assistance.  We believe that the five 
strategic goals continue to be relevant as a high level policy objective, and that the individual 
programs do map fairly to these objectives.

The area of IP is becoming more important, particularly to developing countries, and in 
view of the impact of advanced technologies, and as a consequence we believe that there 
needs to be an upward adjustment of resources applied to programs, in particular  in respect of 
efforts to integrate IP in national development policies and programs.

As a developing country, Bahrain believes that it is important, in terms of promoting an 
IP culture, that effort is directed at providing courses at educational intuitions, and to 
promoting  closer linkages between the business community and universities in order to use 
IP as a development stimuli.

At the same time it is important that national competencies are developed in all aspects 
of IP, and in this regard there is a need to continue with national institutional capacity 
building, both through direct country and regional programs.

We commend the WIPO for adopting a policy of targeting efficiency gains within the 
organization and for identifying measurable result from the various programs supporting the 
strategic goals. We support the balanced budget approach, and believe that this should be 
maintained for the future.

Yours Sincerely,

Director of Industrial Property

Kingdom of Bahrain
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