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1. At its twenty-first session held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, from June 30 to July 4, 1997,
the ad hoc Working Group on the Management of Industrial Property Information (PCIPI/MI)
of the WIPO Permanent Committee on Industrial Property Information (PCIPI) agreed on the
text of a draft recommendation as representing the desirable long-term policy of the PCIPI,
and agreed to recommend the adoption of the recommendation by the PCIPI Executive
Coordination Committee in November 1997.

2. The following members of the said Working Group were represented at the session:
Brazil, Canada, Colombia, Côte d’Ivoire, Croatia, Cuba, Czech Republic, Denmark, Egypt,
Finland, France, Georgia, Hungary, Indonesia, Japan, Mexico, Netherlands, Norway,
Philippines, Portugal, Russian Federation, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Ukraine,
United Kingdom, United States of America, Uruguay and the European Patent Office (EPO)
(30).

3. The said draft recommendation (Annex III of document PCIPI/MI/XXI/2) is reproduced
in the annex of the present document.

[The Annex follows]
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ANNEX

DRAFT RECOMMENDATION
CONCERNING THE PCIPI LONG-TERM POLICY

text approved by the PCIPI/MI at its twenty-first session

1. Goals

Recognizing the agreed commitment by the members of the PCIPI to the changeover from
the use of paper to electronic data carriers for the exchange of patent information and the
opportunities that the availability of such information in electronic format combined with the use
of the emerging Internet technologies provide, accordingly the PCIPI should, as a long-term
policy, establish as a goal the creation and use of Industrial Property Digital Libraries (IPDLs) by
industrial property offices and the International Bureau.   Such IPDLs would provide the
opportunity for the dissemination and sharing of industrial property information resources and in
this way lead to a more efficient and effective industrial property system by the elimination of
duplicative work and by information dissemination cost reduction.

A digital library is an organized collection of electronic information disseminated to a
designated community (e.g., the industrial property office community) through network
technologies providing easy accessibility (such as the Internet environment).  Digital libraries
can be implemented in open (public Internet), closed (a private Intranet) or hybrid (secure
Extranet) network environments.   In closed or hybrid implementations, a very high degree of
security and authenticity can be maintained.  Industrial Property Digital Libraries would be an
implementation of this concept and as envisaged would be supported by adopting a secure
Intranet/Extranet approach.

While full implementation of this concept in all WIPO member States may not be
achievable until the year 2005, implementation in the maximum possible number of offices
should begin as soon as possible using the common concept of the IPDL on a step-by-step
basis.

Implementation should be in accord with the implementation plan set forth in Section 8,
below, and a statement of principles which would define the terms and conditions to apply and
would cover the areas outlined below.

2. Contents of the Industrial Property Digital Libraries (IPDLs)

The contents of IPDLs would be comprised of a variety of types of data including some
or all of the following:

• Published Patent Data:  the first page data (bibliographic data, an abstract—preferably
in a commonly known language—and a representative drawing) and also the full text
and image of the published patent or published patent application (in the original
language and including drawings) in a format suitable to support document delivery;
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• Trademark Data:  bibliographic data, reproduction of marks including figurative
elements;

• Industrial Design Data:  bibliographic data, reproduction of designs, short description
of essential features (if any);

 
• Unpublished administrative and procedural data:  priority documents, search reports,

examiners actions, applicant correspondence, assignment records and such associated
documents and legal status data in a form to permit recovery of the complete
examination record as an organized whole, preferably as a single certified legal record;

• Reference:  industrial property laws, official gazettes, training materials, statistics and
search tools such as the IPC;

• Other Reference such as non-patent literature (recognizing the need to respect
copyright protection, where appropriate).

 
3. Supporting Infrastructure

The infrastructure to support the IPDLs should consist of global secure high band-width
networks between industrial property offices participating in the IPDL project, and a local
office infrastructure supported by modern information technologies including access to the
network.  The network should be based upon using widely adopted Internet technologies
including network communications protocols, security mechanisms and information
management and access systems.  Participating offices should follow consistent, approved
practices for creating and maintaining records in the databases that are shared through the
network.

The network should be managed by an appropriate entity or entities that can provide the
necessary support services such as domain name services, certificate authority services, data
backup, routing, etc.

4. Participation

All industrial property offices should be eligible to participate.

Offices may participate in either or both of the following roles:

(i) Establishing and maintaining databases of information that are made accessible to
other network participants:

To fulfill the role of uploading their industrial property data to the IPDLs, offices will
need to provide their data in electronic format, the type and content of the data being
dependent on the project phase.  This will require the necessary data capture systems to be in
place (electronic filing and/or scanning/OCR facilities) to provide the initial backfile of data
and ensure regular update of the libraries or alternatively the use of regional or
intergovernmental facilities to provide this function;
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(ii) Access to and use of the global IPDL data:

The role of providing access to and use of the global IPDL will require the availability of
the necessary communications hardware and software to access and use the IPDL data.  The
possibility of assistance in the procurement and installation of such facilities for offices which
fulfill role (i) could be one of the benefits of participation (see “Resourcing”).

5. International Rules and Common Policy (Standards, Legal and Policy Issues)

International Policy and Rules would govern the uploading of, access to and use of the
data stored in the IPDLs.

International standards regarding data processing such as those for capturing, storage,
communications and publication of data should be determined.  Standards relating to open
systems and supported by commercially available products should be preferred.  Data created
or captured through electronic filing should be output in an internationally agreed common
data format.  A common data format for the exchange of certified records (e.g., priority
documents) should also be defined.

Legal issues concerning data transmission via the network system (e.g., electronic
signature, authentication, security, etc.) should be addressed.  These issues should also be
considered from the perspective of meeting treaty obligations concerning certification of
records provided to other offices.

A common approach to information dissemination policy, in particular, regarding data
sale to commercial vendors, pricing policy, downloading and data access policy should be
explored so that the policy of each office is coordinated at least to an extent that the IPDLs can
be successfully implemented and run.

6. Resourcing

As funding for this project is of great importance, the resources necessary for the
implementation (human, technological and financial), the institutional arrangements
(international body to coordinate the project) and the provision of training and technical
assistance should be provided and a program implemented by an appropriate WIPO body.  In
this regard, projects supported by international cooperation such as infrastructure provision,
training material on the Internet and the use of country level help desks and regional roving
technical advisers should be developed.

7. Information Use (for Search, Document Delivery, etc.)

International efforts should aim to develop an effective and efficient method to use the
IPDLs (e.g., enhanced search tools more relevant to a digital library environment).  IPDL
access should be determined to provide the means for the electronic ordering of IP documents
whether such documentation is then available for immediate downloading from the site or
subsequent background recovery and later transmission.
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8. Implementation Plan

The timetable for the IPDLs should allow for a progressive and step-by-step
implementation in terms of each of the following:

 (i) Phasing of Data Content1

 (ii) Infrastructure Development
 (iii) Office Participation
 (iv) Physical IPDL Storage
 (v) Information Usage
 (vi) Access to IPDL Data

The driving force for creating the IPDLs and the global network should come from
participating offices.  Responsibilities for monitoring and coordinating activities within IP
offices as appropriate to achieve the desired goal would rest with WIPO to ensure concerted
international action.

A Working Methodology drawing as appropriate on the initiation of pilot projects, etc.,
should be determined.  One of the first steps in the implementation plan should include the
establishment of:

(i) a world technical inventory concerning each office’s and WIPO’s
infrastructure and facilities (including information about the cost of investment and the scale of
industrial property activity supported), and

(ii) a listing of the types of data that each office and WIPO could provide and
the proposed means of doing this.

9. Transitional Arrangements

Those offices having created and maintained electronic data on CD-ROM or other off-
line carriers may continue to use such media for the purposes of exchange whilst planning and
implementing their IPDL participation.  During the transitional period, until technological
developments make possible the availability of secured high band-width networks in many
countries and the possible on-line storage of all data, international cooperation should be
planned and undertaken to take account of the need to avoid any disruption to current
inter-office exchanges.

[Appendix follows]

1 Some thoughts on the phasing of data content are detailed in the attached Appendix.
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APPENDIX

IMPLEMENTATION PROPOSALS

Data Content:  The proposed  content of the IPDLs could be phased as follows:

Phasing1 Type of Data2 Coverage3

(Time Span)
Phase 1

(1997/1998)

Patents:

Trademarks:

Designs:

Reference:

Bibliographic data and abstract (character
coded form)

Bibliographic data and textual data

Bibliographic data and textual data

IP laws, training material, statistics, etc.

[Last 2 years]

[Last 10 years]

[Last 5 years]

[Those currently in
force]

Phase 2

(1999/2001)

Patents:

Trademarks:

Designs:

First Page Data (i.e., Phase 1 and
representative drawing)

Full text (character-coded form) and
image data

Unpublished administrative and
procedural data
Priority documents
Search documents
Examination action
Legal status data

Phase 1 + Figurative elements

Phase 1 + Figurative elements

[Last 10 years]

[As available]

[Pending cases]

[Last 20 years]

[Last 10 years]
Phase 3

(2002/2005)

Patents:

Trademarks:

Designs:

Phase 2 + Full text (character-coded
form) and other drawings
Non-patent literature (e.g., JOPAL)

Unpublished admin and procedural data

Phase 1 + Figurative elements

Phase 1 + Figurative elements

[PCT minimum
documentation]

[Pending cases]

[Last 30 years]

[Last 20 years]

[End of Appendix and of document]

                                               
1 The timetable above provides an illustration of the sort of timescales that might apply.  The

actual implementation timetable will require careful and detailed consideration.
2 The data types included in the table do not constitute an exhaustive list of those that could be

loaded.  The data covers national applications/registrations and international
applications/registrations.

3 Where data in electronic form is already available within offices this may be provided in the
IPDL at any phase of the project.


