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ADR Alternative dispute resolution

AIF Agence intergouvernementale de la francophonie

AIMS Administration Integrated Management System

ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian Nations

ATRIP International Association for the Advancement of Teaching and 
Research in Intellectual Property

BETS Budget Expenditure Tracking System

ccTLD Country code top-level domains

CEI Central European Initiative

CEIPI The Centre for International Industrial Property Studies

CIS Commonwealth of Independent States

CLAIMS Classification Automated Information System

CLEA Collection of Laws for Electronic Access

CME Consultation Meeting on Enforcement

DNA Deoxyribonucleic Acid 

DNS Domain Name System

DVD Digital Versatile Disc

EAPO Eurasian Patent Organization

EC European Commission

ECOSOC United Nations Economic and Social Council of the 
UnitedNations

EDMS Electronic Document Management System

EPO European Patent Office
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EU European Union

FAO Food and Agriculture Organization

FAQs Frequently Asked Questions

FINAUT Financial Operations System

FOCUS Failsafe Organization-wide Customer-oriented Upgradeable 
IT system

gTLD Generic top-level domains 

IB International Bureau

IBIS IPC Information Systembis

ICANN Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers

ICC International Computing Centre of the United Nations system

ICT Information and Communication Technology

IGC Intergovernmental Committee on Intellectual Property and 
Genetic Resources, Traditional Knowledge and Folklore

IGO Intergovernmental Organization

ILO International Labor Organization

IMPACT Information Management for the Patent Cooperation Treaty

IP Intellectual Property

IPC International Patent Classification

IPDL Intellectual Property Digital Library

IPCIS IPC Information System

IPER International Preliminary Examination Report

IPO Intellectual Property Office (variant:  Industrial Property Office)

IPRs Intellectual Property Rights

IPS International Patent System

IT Information Technology
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ITC International Trade Center

ITU International Telecommunications Union
LDCs Least Developed Countries

NFAP Nationally-Focused Action Plan

NGO Non-Governmental Organization

OAPI African Intellectual Property Organization

OCR Optical Character Recognition

OECD Organization for Economic Development and Cooperation

OHIM Office for Harmonization in the Internal Market

PAC Policy Advisory Commission

PCT Patent Cooperation Treaty

PCT COR PCT Communication on Request

PCT/EASY PCT Electronic Application System 

PCT-SAFE PCT Secure Applications Filed Electronically

PLT Patent Law Treaty

PRIM Professional Information Meeting

PT Processing Team

R&D Research & Development

RFAP Regionally-Focused Action Plan

RFP Request for Proposal

RO Receiving Office  

SCCR Standing Committee on Copyright and Related Rights

SCIT Standing Committee on Information Technologies

SCP Standing Committee on the Law of  Patents

SCT Standing Committee on the Law of Trademarks, Industrial 
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Designs and Geographical Indications

SME Small and medium-sized enterprise

SMT Senior Management Team

SPLT draft Substantive Patent Law Treaty

TCE Traditional Cultural Expressions

TK Traditional Knowledge

TLT Trademark Law Treaty

TRIPSAgreement Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual 
PropertyRights

UDRP Uniform Domain Name Dispute Resolution Policy

UNCTAD United Nations Conference on Trade and Development

UNDP United Nations Development Programme

UNECA United Nations Economic Commission of Africa 

UNECE United Nations Economic Commission for Europe 

UNEP United Nations Environment Programme

UNESCAP United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia 
and the Pacific

UNESCO United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization

UNHCHR United Nations High Commission for Human Rights

UN ICE Union of Industrial and Employers’ Confederations of Europe

UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development Organization

UNICT United Nations Information, Communication Technologies

UNISA University of South Africa

UNOG United Nations Office at Geneva

UPOV International Union for the Protection of the New Varieties of 
Plants
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VPN Virtual Private Network

WCT WIPO Copyright Treaty

WHO World Health Organization

WIPONET WIPO Global Information Network 

WMO World Meteorological Organization

WPA WIPO Patent Agenda

WPPT WIPO Performances and Phonograms Treaty

WTO World Trade Organization

WWA WIPO Worldwide Academy
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