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History of a Linkage System of OPD and WIPO-CASE  

 June      2013   Meeting of IP5 Heads 
 JPO announced its plan to implement a linkage of OPD and WIPO-CASE as a pilot 

 October 2013 IP5WG2 Meeting 
 JPO explained characteristics of the technical specifications for the linkage. 

 March-April 2014                                                      

Establishment of the linkage and Start of the pilot 

 The linkage system was established in March, and the pilot started in April   

 April 2014        Meeting of IP5 Deputy Heads 
 JPO promised to give frequent and detailed feedback on outcomes of the pilot. 

 May 2014         IP5WG2 Meeting 
 JPO explained details of pilot project such as contents of dossier information 

provided by Vancouver Group (AU, CA, UK) and system configuration of the 
linkage System. 

 IP5 Offices discussed the drafted technical specification of OPD public access and 

agreed to finalize it by the end of June. 
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Configuration of WIPO-CASE for the Linkage 

JPO-OPD 

AU 

CA 

UK 

IL 

WIPO-CASE 

Portal Site 
Gateway, DB 

Other IP5 Offices 

Future 

Possibility 

Request from WIPO-

CASE Participants 

Responded Data  

from JPO-OPD 

・・・ 

Linkage System enables WIPO-CASE participating Offices to 

access to JP Dossier information. 

Offices easily retrieve and obtain it on the WIPO-CASE portal 

site. 

Access to 

Portal Site 
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Offices that are depositing 

documents to WIPO-CASE 
Linkage 



Introduction of Procedure  

in Japan Patent Office 
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Workflow of Patent at JPO  
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Appeal Stage Examination Stage 

A
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When the applicants submit the amendment at the beginning of appeal, the examiners review  

the application again. If the examiners think it patentable, a patent is granted. But examiners 

do not think so, examiners draft the report of reason why it should be rejected. 

If invalidation 

trial is 

requested 

If appeal 

against 

rejection is 

requested 

① 

② 

③ 
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Major JP Documents at JPO-OPD 
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- Request for a Patent 

- Claim 

- Description 

- Drawings 

- Abstract 

- Request for  

  Examination 
- Notification of  

  Reasons for Refusal 
- Written Amendment 

- Written Argument 

 

- Decision to Grant  

  a Patent 

- Decision of Refusal 

Major JP Document  

at  

JPO-OPD 
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- Written Amendment 

- Report of Reconsideration by 

  Examiner before Appeal 

- Decision to Grant a Patent 

A
p
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Within 3 years 

Ave.29.6 months (2012) 

60 days (domestic) 

3 months (abroad) 
Ave.11 months 

(2014.Mar) 



Document Title Format Language 

Request for a Patent PDF (text) JP, EN(MT) 

Claims PDF (text) JP, EN(MT) 

Description PDF (text) JP, EN(MT) 

Abstract PDF (text) JP, EN(MT) 

Drawings PDF (text) JP, EN(MT) 

Notification of Reasons for Refusal PDF (text) JP, EN(MT) 

Decision to Grant a Patent PDF (text) JP, EN(MT) 

Decision of Refusal PDF (text) JP, EN(MT) 

Written Amendment PDF (text) JP, EN(MT) 

Written Argument PDF (text) JP, EN(MT) 

Third-party Observation PDF (text) JP, EN(MT) 
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Major JP Documents at JPO-OPD 
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How to Retrieve  

Japanese Documents 



WIPO-CASE Portal Site 

Type in JP numbers 

(Original application numbers 

or publication numbers) 
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In the future when the 

patent family DB full covers 

ASEAN applications, users 

can retrieve JP numbers 

through application number 

of each ASEAN country 

easily. 



Example of Patent Family 
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Current Data Coverage of 

Patent Family 

• Australia 

• Canada 

• China 

• Japan 

You can retrieve and see  

the JP applications 

through Patent Family 

search. 
• United Kingdom 

• PCT 

• Others 



Example 
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Application Number 

Filing Date 

Publication Number 

Publication Date 

 

Applicant 

 

Title 

 

JP2006-174175 

June 23, 2006 

JP2008-5320A 

Jan 10, 2008 

 

XXXXXX KABUSHIKI KAISHA  

 

A video display system and a 

communication terminal device  

JP2006-174175 

A video display 

system and a 

communication 

terminal device  



Result of retrieval for JP Applications 

1. Select the tab of “Applications” 

2. Click the application number, when you need 

detailed information regarding the application  
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Bibliographic Data of JP Applications at WIPO-CASE 

2. Translated bibliographic information displayed 

1. Select the tab of “Biblio. Data” 
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Document List of JP Applications at WIPO-CASE 

Click and show 

documents you 

want to see 
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Title of documents 



Document List of JP Applications at WIPO-CASE 

Receiving 

JPO 

Workflow 

Request for  

Examination 
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Reasons 

 for Refusal 

Amendment 

Argument 

Rejection 

Amendment 

Report of  

Reconsideration 

A 

B 

C 



Explanation of Each JP Document 

Examiner shall inform an applicant of a notification of reasons for refusal 

when finding. Examiner’s decision about patentability is stated by every 

claim. 

 

(Example of reasons for refusal) 

- Lack of Novelty (Article 29(1))  

- Lack of Inventive Step (Article 29(2)) 

- Violation of Requirements for Description and Claims (Article 36) 

   - the invention for which a patent is sought is stated in the detailed explanation of the invention 

   - the invention for which a patent is sought is clear 

           … 
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Reasons for Refusal 

Important ! 

If the examiner finds no reasons for refusal for some specific claims, 

he/she should state that these claims are not subject to refusal. 



Explanation of Each JP Document 
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Any amendment of the description, scope of claims or drawings … shall 

be made within the scope of the matters stated in the description, scope 

of claims or drawings originally attached to the application …” 

Amendment 

Where the notified reasons for refusal were deemed not to be resolved in 

consideration of the written argument and amendment, an examiner shall 

decide on refusal. 

Decision of Refusal 

Where no reasons for refusal are found, decision to grant a patent shall 

be rendered. 

Decision to Grant a Patent  



JP Documents at WIPO-CASE 

Reasons of Refusal (Machine-Translated Document) 
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Page1 Page2 



JP Documents at WIPO-CASE 
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Bibliographic part  

Clause of the patent law 

applied by examiners 

(e.g. Article 29(2)) 

Reason why examiners 

think it unpatentable 

Specific parts that 

examiners refer to 

(e.g. paragraph) 

Cited documents 

Title of document 

Page1 



JP Documents at WIPO-CASE 
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Reason why examiners 

think it is not patentable 

Clause of the patent law 

applied by examiners 

(e.g. Article 36(6)(ii) 

Record of scope of search 

Page2 



Citation Data of JP Applications at WIPO-CASE 

Citation data cited in the dossier information in the form of DOCDB 
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In the future, citations 

data will be linked to 

PATENTSCOPE. 

You will be able to see the detailed 

information on the PATENTSCOPE. 

When you 

click one of 

citations… 



How to get the translation data of JP document 
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 PATETNSCOPE(WIPO) http://patentscope.wipo.int/search/en/search.jsf 

1. Put in the number of cited document  

(ex. “JP2003234709”) 

2. Click! 



How to get the translation data of JP document 
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1. Click the number 

2. Click the description 

3. Click the translation  

     button 

4. Select “English” language 

    Automatic translation 

JP documents in English 



JP Documents at WIPO-CASE 
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Amendment (Machine-Translated Document) 

Amended parts shown 

with underscores  



JP Documents at WIPO-CASE 
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Bibliographic parts 

Fixed remark of decision 

of refusal 

Reason why examiners 

think it should be rejected 

Decision of Refusal (Machine-Translated Document) 



JP Documents at WIPO-CASE 
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Decision to Grant a Patent (Machine-Translated Document) 

Bibliographic parts 

Fixed remark of decision 

to grant a patent 



Expansion of Service Available Hours in JPO OPD (Plan) 

 DocList，DocCont 

 Classification  

     & Citation 

5 min around 04:00 (JST) 

Weekday unavailable hrs 

     22:00 ~ 07:00  (JST) 

03:00 ~ 05:00  (JST) 

Weekend blockage 

  [Fri 22:00 ~ Mon 08:00 (JST)] 

[Sat 03:00 ~ Mon 08:00(JST)] 

Weekday unavailable hrs 

     03:00 ~ 05:00  (JST) 

Weekend blockage 

  [Sat 03:00 ~ Mon 08:00 (JST)] 

[Sat 05:00 ~ Mon 08:00(JST)] 

JPO plans to expand its OPD service available hours in Jan 

2015. 
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Present 

2015 Jan 

Present 

2015 Jan 



Future Plan for the Linkage System 

 Participation of Offices 
 Operate under the Guideline on use of the CASE-OPD linkage pilot 

 Discuss with IP5 offices to join the linkage pilot  

 Expand participation of WIPO-CASE Offices in the linkage pilot;  

   Issue related to Reciprocity Principle in the Guideline 

 

 Improvement of User Interface of WIPO-CASE Portal Site 
 Plan to change user interface through the process of collecting opinions from 

participating Offices in linkage system 

 

 Public Access of WIPO-CASE under consideration 
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Thank you ! 


