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Committee on WIPO Standards (CWS)
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Geneva, May 29 to June 2, 2017
CONSIDERATION OF THE WORK PROGRAM AND TASKS LIST OF THE CWS
Document prepared by the Secretariat
1. In order to update the CWS Work Program, on the basis of the agreements reached by the Committee on WIPO Standards (CWS) at its reconvened fourth session in March 2016, the Secretariat prepared a new revised Task List for consideration by the CWS (see document CWS/4BIS/14 and paragraphs 111 to 122 of document CWS/4BIS/16).  The revised Task List is reproduced in Annex I to this document.
2. For each Task, Annex I includes the following information:  description, task leader/task force leader, scheduled actions to be carried out, remarks and, where appropriate, proposals for consideration and decision by the CWS.  It should be noted that the information about certain tasks as provided in Annex I may have to be reviewed and updated in order to reflect the agreements that the CWS may reach at its fifth session.
3. It should be recalled that the CWS requested the Secretariat to present a proposal for improving the structure of the CWS Task List for consideration at its fifth session (see paragraphs 120 and 121 of document CWS/4BIS/16).  Following the request by the CWS mentioned above, the Secretariat prepared a proposal for a simplified structure of the Work Program, named as ‘CWS Work Program Overview’;  the template of CWS Work Program Overview with examples is reproduced in Annex II to the present document for consideration by the CWS.

4. The Secretariat proposes that the Work Program Overview contain only active Tasks with the following information:  Task No., description, leader of Task/ Task Force and scheduled actions.  On the condition that the template is approved by the CWS, the Secretariat proposes to complete it with all active Tasks on the basis of agreements reached by the CWS and publish the completed Work Program Overview on WIPO website in six WIPO official languages.
5. The Secretariat also proposes that the CWS continue, for a while, the current practice regarding “Work Program and Tasks List of the CWS” in reviewing and updating the full list of Tasks at its each session;  in parallel, after that session, the “CWS Work Program Overview” be prepared on the basis of agreements reached by the CWS and published on WIPO’s web site for providing up-to-dated information on CWS Work Program in simplified manner.
6. The CWS is invited to 
(a) note information and plan contained in this document;
(b) consider the Task List reproduced in the Annex I to this document and to agree on its final version for incorporation in the CWS Work Program;  and

(c) consider and decide on the proposal for CWS Work Program Overview as referred to in paragraphs 4 and 5 above and reproduced in Annex II to the document;  and request the Secretariat to publish the completed CWS Work Program Overview on WIPO’s web site.
[Annex I follows]
