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Introduction
 AUTONUM  
The WIPO General Assembly, at its thirty‑eighth session, held in September 2009, approved the creation of the Committee on WIPO Standards (CWS).  The CWS is to replace the Standards and Documentation Working Group (SDWG) of the Standing Committee on Information Technologies (SCIT).  The SCIT working methods and procedures are to be applied mutatis mutandis to the CWS.  In principle, the CWS is to be convened once a year.  (See document WO/GA/38/10 and paragraphs 236 to 249 of document WO/GA/38/20.)
 AUTONUM  
Subsequent to the creation of the CWS by the General Assembly, the SCIT was discontinued on January 1, 2010.  On this date, the SDWG was replaced with the CWS. 

Committee on WIPO Standards
 AUTONUM  
As a follow-up to the above-decision by the General Assembly and within the framework of the new Strategic Goal IV, concerning “coordination and development of global IP infrastructure”, the CWS will continue to work on the revision and development of WIPO Standards relating to intellectual property information.  The CWS will, in effect, perform the same work as the former SDWG, but under a different name.

 AUTONUM  
The Annex to the present document proposes, for consideration of the CWS, further details on its mandate and working methods, as well as organizational and procedural matters related to this Committee.

 AUTONUM  
Issues concerning pending tasks of the SDWG and of the future work program of the CWS are addressed under another agenda item of the current first session of the CWS.  The detailed proposals for tasks that should be included in the work program are provided in working document CWS/1/9.
 AUTONUM  
The CWS is invited to note the contents of this document and adopt the Organizational Matters and Special Rules of Procedure that are reproduced in the Annex to this document.
[Annex follows]



