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“Competition & Licensing of Music” - Synopsis
BBC view is that in the digital world strong copyright protection should be balanced with straightforward copyright licensing.

Creativity is vital and effective copyright protection is needed to incentivise and protect creative work.

Straightforward copyright licensing to facilitate access is required so that audience expectations can be met (because they will be met by illegal service providers, if legal providers cannot do so.)

Practical examples of rights clearance difficulties are given in relation to the BBC i-Player service and the BBC’s archive.

Specific proposals are made to simplify the rules on copyright licensing and increase certainty over facilitating access to programme material
Music licensing and competition are discussed concluding that competition between collective rights managers is desirable provided it is consistent with the most efficient rights clearance mechanisms.
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