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We thank SE for their original proposal of 14 January 2003, but support the EP and US counterproposals of 12 and 14 February, which appear clearer and easier to use. However we recommend minor modifications. Taking the US-modified EP proposals:

Standardised Note

In Notes (1) and (2), we agree with US that “<last or first> appropriate place” should be mentioned, just in case such mixtures do exist in first place rule areas.

In Notes (3) and (4), we prefer the US wording of “compounds already classified according to Note ...”, rather than “identified by the classification ...” - it sounds better in English.

In Notes (3) and (4), we prefer not to see the expression “compound per se” (proposed by US). This reminds us of organic compound subclasses such as C07C, and is likely to confuse the user.

We feel that the word “compound” is a little restrictive in this context since mixtures or compositions may have individual constituents or ingredients that can be defined more widely than just “compounds”. We suggest that the word “constituent” or “ingredient” should be included; we note that US like “ingredient”. See our proposal below.

US Comments on EP’s A01N proposal

We agree with US, apart from wanting “per se”deleted.

US proposal for a General Purpose Note

We agree.

GB Proposal
(1) 
In groups - - - - - - to  - - - - - - , in the absence of an indication to the contrary, a <compound or ingredient> is classified in the <last or first> appropriate place.

(2) 
A <composition, i.e. a mixture of two or more compounds or ingredients> is classified in the <last or first> of groups  - - - - - to  - - - - - - that provides for one of these <compounds or ingredients>.

(3) 
A <compound or ingredient in a mixture> which is not already classified according to Note (2), and which is determined to be invention information, must also be classified according to Note (1).

(4) 
A <compound or ingredient in a mixture> which is not already classified according to Note (2) or (3), and which is considered to represent information of interest for search purposes, may also be classified according to Note (1).
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