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PROPOSAL FOR STANDARDISED NOTE

(as invited by IPC/WG/8)

We propose the following note to be used when converting double-purpose schemes that have been used in order to identify ingredients of mixtures or compositions:

In groups <xxx to xxx>, in the absence of an indication to the contrary, <"a subcombination"> is classified in the last appropriate place. <"A piece of combined subject matter"> containing two or more <"subcombinations"> is classified in the last of groups <xxx to xxx> that provides for one of those <"subcombinations">. It is desirable to enable searching for <"Combined subject matter"> using classification symbols of more than one of <"its subcombinations">. In order to achieve this, <"subcombinations"> that are not identified by the classification described above may be indicated by additional classification.

Explanation of the proposed standardised note:

· The proposed note is made as general as possible. In the chemical field a "subcombination" is of course an ingredient or a component, while "a piece of combined subject matter" is a mixture or a composition.

· Singular is preferred over plural in the first and second sentences, since it appears clearer. The proposed wording can not be misunderstood to mean that several alternatives should only be classified in one place.

· We propose to add a short sentence describing why it is desirable to classify "other" subcombinations. We think it is useful to make this a bit more informative than the usual "of interest" phrase.

· The proposed note should when possible replace both the "last place rule note" and the "indexing note", since the two are so intimately related. However, it is realised that other solutions will be necessary in some cases.

Example for A01N (replacing notes (2) and (10) before 25/00):

(2)
In groups 27/00 to 65/00, in the absence of an indication to the contrary, an active ingredient is classified in the last appropriate place. A composition containing two or more active ingredients is classified in the last of groups 27/00 to 65/00 that provides for one of those active ingredients. It is desirable to enable searching for compositions using classification symbols of more than one of their components. In order to achieve this, components that are not identified by the classification described above may be indicated by additional classification in groups 25/00 to 65/00.

Observations regarding the existing notes before A01N 25/00:

· The last place rule is only applied for active ingredients, not for the matter covered by 25/00. This means that the standardised note can not be applied exactly as proposed above, at least not if the exact meaning of the two existing notes is to be preserved.

· Note (9) is a definition of what is to be considered as an active ingredient. Despite the doubts expressed by some delegates at WG/8 we do not think it is relevant for the application of the last place rule or for multiple classification.

Anders Bruun

Carolina Gómez Lagerlöf
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