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1. The role of intellectual property in the protection, dissemination and utilization of
traditional knowledge has received increasing attention in the recent years.  The World
Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) is carrying out a broad program of investigating
intellectual property aspects of traditional knowledge.  In October 2000, the WIPO General
Assembly decided to establish an Intergovernmental Committee on Intellectual Property and
Genetic Resources, Traditional Knowledge and Folklore which will meet at its first session in
spring 2001.  One of the principal themes to be discussed by the Intergovernmental
Committee will be protection of traditional knowledge.

2. Importance of documentation and information aspects of traditional knowledge, for
example, in procedures for the grant of intellectual property rights, is being increasingly
acknowledged.  In this regard, especially important is providing access to traditional
knowledge published data as searchable prior art since accessing this type of information is
difficult so far.
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3. The International Bureau has been recently informed by the Government of India of a
special project in this country for establishing a Traditional Knowledge Digital Library
(TKDL).  For this objective, a national task force has been created which has already
collected and processed various published data on traditional medicinal plants.  It is supposed
that the data collection will be included in the worldwide intellectual property digital library
to constitute searchable prior art.  Annex I to this document includes an extract of the data
showing basic contents of TKDL.

4. Based on a prototype TKDL, the International Bureau's program on traditional
knowledge is undertaking a pilot project to test the applicability of existing intellectual
property documentation standards for the integration of traditional knowledge into existing
administrative procedures of intellectual property offices.  The objective of this activity is to
identify requirements which will enable the integration of standardized traditional knowledge
documentation into existing procedures for examination, publication, granting and registration
of intellectual property titles.  The project will also identify requirements to facilitate
the electronic exchange and dissemination of standardized documentation regarding
traditional knowledge.

5. For the retrieval of traditional knowledge information, appropriate classification tools
would be indispensable.  With a view to facilitating access to TKDL, the task force has also
elaborated the draft of the Traditional Knowledge Resources Classification (TKRC) relating
to traditional medicine in India.  Its extract is shown in Annex II to this document.  The
development of TKRC has been influenced, to a considerable extent, by the structure of
the IPC.

6. It is planned that elaboration of TKRC will be continued by the task force, taking also
into account recommendations made by the International Bureau.  Those recommendations
were aimed at the simplification of the classification structure and use of more general
terminology, in order to facilitate further expansion of the system to documents of other
countries.  The output of the project referred to in paragraph 4, above, may further facilitate
such an expansion.

7. In view of the potential value of TKRC for accessing traditional knowledge published
data, its relationship to the IPC should be investigated.  The IPC could be also applied, to a
certain extent, for the classification of traditional knowledge relating, for example, to
traditional medicine.  However, the development of more detailed classification tools for
traditional knowledge, such as TKRC, would significantly increase the efficiency of
information retrieval.  In informal consultations of the International Bureau with certain
industrial property offices, it was suggested that, for its better use, TKRC should be linked, or
even partially integrated, to the IPC.

8. The Committee of Experts is invited to
consider the Traditional Knowledge Resources
Classification and to take a decision
concerning its proper relationship to the IPC.

[Annexes follow]
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