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Outline of Today’s Presentation 

 Investors who greatly contributed to Japan’s 

technological progress and achievements:       

        To support innovations by inventors,  

        the patent system in Japan was  

        established and improved. 

 “Ikigai” for technical experts in our time: 

       “Place where technical experts find   

        themselves needed and can play 

        important roles”  

        – Cases at the IPCC 2 
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3 
Building of the United States 

Department of Commerce (DOC) 

Photo 
copyrighted by 

SAKURAI 



Words of President Abraham Lincoln (2) 
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In 1802, the United States Patent Office 
(USPO) was established. 



Words of President Abraham Lincoln (3) 
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President Lincoln’s words engraved on the wall 
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Words of President Abraham Lincoln (4) 
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President Lincoln’s words engraved 
on the wall 

“The patent system added 

the fuel of interest to the 

fire of genius.”     Lincoln 
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Development of the Patent System 
in Japan 

 1868 Japan began to develop into a modern nation. 

 1871 Provisional Regulations for the first Japan’s 

                   patent law were promulgated.    

 1872 The enforcement of the first patent law was  

                    suspended. 

 1885 Establishment of the patent system in Japan:  

The first Japan Patent Office was established; 
and the first so-called Patent Act came into 
effect. 

 1899 Japan acceded to the Paris Convention. 



Tokimune GAUN:  

Inventor of tragedy 
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 Tokimune Gaun was born in a farming 
community in central Japan. 

 In 1877, the Japanese government held the 
First National Industrial Exhibition in Tokyo.  
At the Exhibition, Gaun exhibited a cotton 
spinning machine invented by himself based on 
his own technology. The Exhibition displayed 
more than 80,000 invention works from across 
the country and attracted more than 450,000 
visitors. Among all the exhibits, Gaun’s cotton 
spinning machine won the award for the best 
invention at the Exhibition. 9 

Tokimune GAUN 



However, at that time, since the patent system 
was not established yet in Japan, many 
counterfeits of Gaun’s cotton spinning machine 
were imitated and spread all over Japan. As a 
result, although Gaun won the highest honor at 
the Exhibition, he did not gain any profits or 
financial rewards from his ingenious invention. 
And, afterwards, he was continuously forced to 
live a hard life. 
 

 The public outcry over his distressed condition 
led to establishing the patent system in Japan.  10 

Circumstances Leading to Establishment 
of the Patent System in Japan 



Korekiyo TAKAHASHI 
First Commissioner of the JPO 

April 1885: Mr. Korekiyo TAKAHASHI became the 

first Commissioner of the Japan Patent Office at 

the age of 34. 
11 



Reference: Commemorative postage stamp and 
money bill with the portrait of Korekiyo TAKAHASHI 
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1884   1885   1886   1887   1888   1889   1890 
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Starting Year of Industrial Property 

Rights Systems in Japan 

Trademark Act 

Patent Act 

Design Act 

  Renewal 

  Renewal 

Study tour to observe foreign Patent Offices  

by the Commissioner TAKAHASHI  



Publication of Patent Application Manual 

for Users 
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In April 1885, a user 

manual of filing 

procedures for patents 

was published almost  

at the same time the first 

so-called Patent Act was 

promulgated. 



Benefits of TAKAHASHI’s  
Patent Application Manual 

 The User Manual, which was written by Commissioner 
TAKAHASHI himself, explained the specific details for each 
article of the first Patent Act, such as the purposes of the 
Act and what applicants should pay particular attention to 
when filing patent applications. Also, Commissioner 
TAKAHASHI tried to make the Manual clearer and easier 
for any user to understand.  

 
 His Manual includes examples of specifications that 

applicants need to submit at the time when they file patent 
applications. The examples include three types of 
inventions: (1) an invention of a process; (2) an invention 
of a composition; and (3) an invention of a mechanical 
device. By making effective use of these examples, he 
gave easy-to-understand explanation of how to describe 
patent specifications. 15 



Trends in Patent Applications 
Filed in Japan 
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Reliefs of  
Ten Japanese Great Inventors 
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List of Ten Japanese Great Investors 

 Sakichi 
TOYODA 

 Kokichi 
MIKIMOTO 

 Jokichi 
TAKAMINE 

 Kikunae 
IKEDA 

 Umetaro 
SUZUKI 

 Kyota 
SUGIMOTO 

 Kotaro 
HONDA 

 Hidetsugu 
YAGI 

 Yasujiro NIWA 

 Tokushichi 
MISHIMA 

Wooden Weaving Machine 
Driven by Human Power 

Cultured Pearls 

Adrenaline 
 

Sodium Glutamate 
 

Vitamin B1 
 

Typewriter for Japanese 
Language 

KS Magnetic Steel 

Yagi Antenna 

Phototelegraphic Method 
 

MK Magnetic Steel 

1195 
 

2670 

4785 
 

14805 
 

20785 
 

27877 

 

32234 

69115 

84722 
 

96371 

Name of Inventor      Major Invention                 JPO’s Patent No. 



19 

(1) Sakichi TOYODA 

Sakichi TOYODA obtained,  
throughout his lifetime, 
  - 84 patent rights 
  - 35 utility models 

1926 Established Toyoda  
          Automatic Loom Works, Ltd. 

1929 Sold the patent rights for Toyoda’s automatic 
            loom to Platt Brothers & Co., Ltd. of the UK.  
 With the money earned by selling his patents, 
Automobile Department was set up to manufacture 
automobiles, which became  
the current Toyota Group. 



Automatic Loom Patent Sold to Platt 
Brothers & Co., Ltd. of the UK. (in 1929) 
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JPO’s Official Gazette for Toyoda’s patent  

(in 1924) 
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(2) Kokichi MIKIMOTO 

1888 Started a natural pearl  
farming 

1990 Exhibited his pearls  
at the Third National  
Industrial Exhibition in Tokyo, where  
he took a hint of creating cultured pearls 

1896 Obtained first patent for an invention of a 
method for creating cultured pearls 

Thanks to his inventions, the pearl cultivating industry 
in Japan has grown enormously. 



JPO’s Official Gazette for Patent 
Granted to Kokichi MIKIMOTO in 1896 
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(4) Kikunae IKEDA 

Conducted researches to find  
out the main component of  
“umami” or “delicious flavor” of  
kombu seaweed; 

Discovered that the “delicious flavor” he discovered 
in kombu seaweed mainly comes from monosodium 
glutamate; and 

Patented the method for extracting “umami” and 
commercialized it, which is now the well-known 
seasoning called Ajinomoto. 
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Registered Trademarks of 

“Ajinomoto” 

Trademark No. 34220 
(Registered in 1908) 

Trademark No. 39051  

(Registered in 1909) 
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(5) Umetaro SUZUKI 

Many Japanese soldiers suffered 
from beriberi.  

Dr. SUZUKI confirmed the effect  
of a substance from rice bran,  
which could be used to treat  
patients of beriberi; and 

obtained patent rights for a process to isolate this 
substance from rice bran, which is now known as 
Vitamin B1. 

This was the first extraction of vitamins  
in the world. 
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Changes in the Number of Patent Applications 

 in Japan （for 50 years from 1885 to1935） 



Main Factors that Foster 
 Technical Experts in Japan 

 Education system: The compulsory education 
system has been fully implemented for 
everyone in Japan; 

 JIII’s role: Since it was established in 1904, the 
Japan Institute of Invention and Innovation 
(JIII) has conducted variety of activities to raise 
awareness of and respect to intellectual 
property; and  

 Positive influence from the fact that Japan has 
produced many Nobel Prize winners in 
sciences. 27 



100 Years Have Passed since the Patent 
System was Established in Japan 

Increasing Length of Time Required for Examinations 
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JPO’s Plan of Establishing an 
Electronic “Paperless” Procedures  

 In 1983, the JPO launched the project aiming 
for on-line filing and its electronic processing. 
      -- The Patent Special Account was established  
    for the JPO in 1984. 

Objectives and Achievements： 
 (1) On-line filing system  Introduced in 1990 

 (2) Publication of official gazettes in electronic format 
 Started in 1993 

 (3) On-line search systems by using the JPO’s F-terms 

  Introduced from 1989 in a step-by-step manner 

  Expanded the use of outsourcing in conducting 
prior art searches (The Industrial Property Cooperation 

Center (IPCC) was established in 1985.) 29 



Outline of IPCC  
(Industrial Property Cooperation Center) 

■Established in Dec. 1985 

■Registered as a search 

organization under the “Act on 

Special Provisions for Procedures 

Related to Industrial Property 

Right” 

■Main activity is the search of 

prior arts necessary for patent 

examinations by JPO.  

■No. of employees (out of which 

no. of researchers): 1,808 (1,578) 

Ref: No. of patent examiners at 

JPO: approx. 1,700 
30 



31 

Thank you for your attention! 

Yokohama Port 


