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Mihaela MARAVELA 
Independent arbitrator, counsel 
Bucharest 
Romania  

 
Nationality: Romanian 
 

 
EDUCATIONAL AND PROFESSIONAL QUALIFICATIONS 

 
Doctoral studies for obtaining Ph.D in international arbitration (thesis with a focus on domain name 
disputes), 2022-ongoing. 
National Institute for Lawyers, Bucharest, Romania, 2005-2006;  
Admitted: Bucharest Attorney Bar, 2005; 
LLM Private Law, Bucharest University, Faculty of Law, Bucharest, Romania, 2003 – 2004;  
B.A., Bucharest University, Faculty of Law, Bucharest, Romania, 1999 – 2003; 
 
 

LANGUAGES 
Romanian, English, Spanish 
 

 
PRESENT POSITION 

 
Independent arbitrator and counsel, Mihaela Maravela Law Office, since May 2026. 
 

 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE BEFORE PRESENT POSITION 

 
Partner, Mihaela Maravela Law Office (member of Maravela Codescu Buliga Attorneys at law), 
February 2020 – May 2026. 
Senior Partner Lawyer, Leaua, Damcali, Deaconu, Paunescu & Asociatii - LDDP 
(former Leaua & Asociatii), Law firm, 2008 – January 2020. 
Senior associate, “Tanasescu, Leaua, Cadar & Asociatii” Law firm, 2006 – 2008; 
Associate, “Badea Asociatii in association with Clifford Chance” Law firm, 2004 – 2006; 
Trainee, “Turcu&Turcu” Law firm, 2003 – 2004.  
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Associate Editor and Assistant Editor, Kluwer Arbitration Blog, April 2019 – January 2021. 
Editor with the Romanian Arbitration Journal, since 2023.  
 
 

AREAS OF SPECIALIZATION  
 
Intellectual property, Domain names, International commercial arbitration, Investment arbitration, 
Merger & Acquisitions, Energy, Environment and Climate Change. 
Experienced lawyer in arbitration, acting as counsel under the ICSID Rules, ICC Rules, UNCITRAL 
Rules and CICA-CCIR Rules. Acting as arbitrator under the CICA-CCIR Rules, VIAC Rules.  
 
 

MEMBERSHIP IN PROFESSIONAL BODIES 
 

Listed as arbitrator with the Court of International Commercial Arbitration attached to the Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry of Romania; 
Listed as arbitrator with the Vienna International Arbitral Center; 
Listed as arbitrator with PMAC-UPC; 
UDRP panelist with WIPO and ADNDRC (Hong Kong Office);  
Member, Bucharest Bar Association, Romania; 
Trademark attorney.  
 
 

EXPERIENCE IN INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY 
 
Granting consultancy and drafting various types of contracts in the filed of intellectual property law, 
such as trademark license agreements, research and development agreements; 
Granting consultancy to various clients with respect to the use of trademarks, with respect to the 
conflict between commercial names and trademarks, with respect to domain name disputes; 
Drafting cease and desist letters on behalf of various trademark owners, drafting criminal complaints 
on behalf of the trademark owners for sanctioning counterfeiting actions; 
Drafting challenges with the Romanian trademark registration authority in the process of trademark 
registration; 
Drafting various claims for protecting trademark owners, including counterfeiting claims, drafting 
various claims for cancellation of trademarks registered in bad faith by third parties, or for notoriety of 
a trademark, claims for cancellation for failure to use of a trademark;  
Represented various clients in front of the Romanian competent authorities (the Romanian State 
Office for Trademarks and Inventions, the Romanian courts of law, the Romanian police authorities) 
for protecting their trademark rights. 
Working as counsel in investment arbitrations and commercial arbitrations involving intellectual 
property matters, such as licenses, rights deriving from patents, etc.  
 
 

EXPERIENCE WITH RESPECT TO DOMAIN NAMES 
 
Solved over 380 UDRP cases as panelist with WIPO and ADNDRC (Hong Kong office), strategic 
advise to clients with respect to domain names, representation before Romanian courts in related 
matters.  
 
In terms of theoretical experience: 

• Author at maravela.legal/blog, writing numerous articles on UDRP. Author of many articles 
and speaker on UDRP in various local or international conferences.  

• Visiting Lecturer at the Bucharest University Law School, for the class on ‘Intellectual Property 
and Arbitration’ on UDRP disputes within the School’s LLM Programme ‘International 
Commercial Arbitration’, Bucharest, 2015 – 2020.  

• Attended WIPO Advanced Workshop on Domain Names May 12-13, 2026. 
• Attended WIPO Advanced Workshop on Domain Name Dispute Resolution: Update on 

Practices and Precedents, Geneva, Switzerland, October 18-19, 2007. 
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• Author of “Conflict between trademarks and domain names” delivered at the Bucharest 
University, Faculty of Law, Bucharest, Romania, LLM, 2003. 

 
 

MAJOR PUBLICATIONS 
 
Articles, reports (selection): 

• Author at www.maravela.legal/blog with a focus on IP and domain name issues.  
• Author of the article “Alternative dispute resolution of generic internet domains and correlation 

with CEDO jurisprudence”, in Editura Universitaria, Craiova, 2026. Volumul Conferinței 
Naționale a Doctoranzilor în Drept – ediția a VIII-a, 2026; 

• Author of the article “Alternative dispute resolution procedures regarding the new generic 
internet domain names: objections from the interested communities, also with a view on the 
gTLD expansion that will take place in 2026”, in the Romanian Magazine of European Law, 
no. 3/2025; 

• Author of the article “Requests for setting aside arbitral awards: Overview of recent case law 
of the Bucharest Court of Appeal”, in Romanian Arbitration Journal no. 3/2025; 

• Author of the article “Procedural aspects in disputes concerning internet domain names”, in 
Romanian Arbitration Journal no. 2/2024; 

• Author or “The applicable law to the arbitration agreement and its relevance in enforcement 
proceedings”, in Romanian Arbitration Journal, no. 1/2023.  

• Author of “Applicable Law in Domain Name Arbitrations”, in Romanian Arbitration Journal, no. 
1/2021. 

• Coauthor of the book ”Arbitration in Romania”, Wolters Kluwer, 2016, author of the chapter 
concerning the solving of Internet domain name disputes in .ro area.  

• Coauthor of “The new generic Internet domain names. Considerations from the practice of 
solving generic Internet domain name disputes under UDRP”, edited by the Romanian 
Magazine of Intellectual Property Law no. 1/2017.  

• Coauthor of ”Practice of solving disputes deriving from breach of rights over trademarks by 
registration of .ro domain names by alternative means”, edited by the Romanian Magazine of 
Intellectual Property Law no. 1/2013, Bucharest, 2013. 

• Co-author of “Brief submissions on the services of dispute resolution by alternative means 
provided by the Arbitration and Mediation Center of the World Intellectual Property 
Organisation in specific fields”, edited by the Romanian Magazine of Intellectual Property Law 
no. 3/2012, Bucharest, 2012.  

• Co-author of “Internet domain names”, edited by the Romanian Magazine of Intellectual 
Property Law no. 1/2012, Bucharest, 2012. 

• Co-author of “Breach of rights of third parties by registration of a domain name. Alternative 
means of solving disputes” edited by the Romanian Magazine of Intellectual Property Law no. 
2/2012, Bucharest, 2012. 

• Co-author of reports, as national Romanian correspondents for the Bielefeld University in 
Germany, contributing to the project “EU Consumer Law Compendium, Update of the EU 
Consumer Law Acquis Database”, 2007-2012. 

• Co-author of “Alternative procedures to solve disputes regarding internet domain names”, 
published in the Romanian Magazine of Arbitrage, edited by the Romanian Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry no. 1 of January - March 2010. 

• Co-author of “Domain name and its legal protection”, published in the Romanian Magazine of 
Arbitrage, edited by the Romanian Chamber of Commerce and Industry no. 4 of October-
December 2009. 

http://www.maravela.legal/blog
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Conferences: 
• Delivered presentation on “Trends in domain name disputes”, at the International Conference 

“Protection of IP in Digital Environment”, organized by MSA IP – Milojevic Sekulic and 
Associates, Motsnyi IP Group, Bridge BP and LegaliS, Belgrade, 27 April 2026; 

• Delivered presentation on “The law(s) applicable to the arbitration agreements”, at the 
conference The lingua franca of international arbitration? 40 years of the UNCITRAL model 
law, organised by the Hungarian Arbitration Association, Budapest, 24 February 2026; 

• Delivered presentation on “Alternative dispute resolution processes dealing with new generic 
Internet domain names, in the wake of the new gTLD expansion program scheduled in 2026”, 
at the Conference Tinerilor Cercetători în Drept, organized by the Institute of Legal Research 
Bucharest, 21 November 2025; 

• Delivered presentation on “Out of court settlement of disputes under the Digital Services Act”, 
September 2024. 

• Delivered presentation on “Applicable law in the arbitration concerning Internet domain 
names”, CSDE: Conference Privat Arbitration in European context, ed. VII, 18 January 2023.  

• Delivered presentation on “Protection of trademarks against online counterfeiting through the 
UDRP procedure against abusive registration of domain names”, Value of intellectual property 
for increase of business competitivity, Bucharest, Romania, June 2022.  

• Delivered presentation on “Virtual hearings in international arbitration – London, Bucharest, 
Brussels, Paris”, at Arbitration Hour, universuljuridic.ro, 2021.  

• Visiting Lecturer at the Bucharest University Law School, for the class on ‘Intellectual Property 
and Arbitration’ on UDRP disputes within the School’s LLM Programme ‘International 
Commercial Arbitration’, Bucharest, 2015 – 2020.  

• Delivered presentation on “New Internet domain names: looming of a new practice of solving 
UDRP disputes”, at the International conference, XI Edition, Timisoara, Romania, 2016.  

• Delivered presentation on “Considerations on sale of internet domain names. Case study”, at 
the National Conference of commercial law, Cluj, Romania, 2015.  

• Delivered presentation on “Other alternative means of solving litigation in the field of 
intellectual property”, at the International Conference ”Modern trends in international 
commercial arbitration”, Bucharest, Romania, 2012.  

• Delivered presentation on “Brief submissions on the services of dispute resolution by 
alternative means provided by the Arbitration and Mediation Center of the World Intellectual 
Property Organization in specific fields”, at the International Scientific Conference ”Creativity 
Unifies the Planet”, second edition, Constanta, Romania, 2012.  

 
 

EXPERIENCE IN COURT LITIGATION 
 

Represented clients in front of the Romanian courts of law in numerous intellectual property, 
commercial or civil cases, environmental law and climate change matters.  
 

 
PROFESSIONAL TRAINING IN MEDIATION AND ARBITRATION 

 
Graduated the 2023-2024 ICC Advanced Arbitration Academy for Eastern Europe, 2023 – 2024; 
Graduated course on WIPO Arbitration and Mediation Procedure under the WIPO Rules, DL-317, 
2021;  
Attended WIPO Arbitration Workshop, Geneva, Switzerland, October 16-17, 2007; 
Attended training seminar on “Introduction to International Arbitration” organized by the LCIA Young 
International Arbitration Group, Bucharest, October 2006; 
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Attended conference on “Mediation as an alternative dispute resolution method for solving domain 
name disputes” organized by the International Development Law Organization (IDLO) Association 
Alumni Romania, Bucharest, September 2004. 
 

 
EXPERIENCE IN MEDIATION 

 
Assisted various clients in negotiations and disputes with third parties. 
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