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EDUCATIONAL AND PROFESSIONAL QUALIFICATIONS 
 
Master of the Bench, Gray’s Inn, London ,1998; 
QC hon. Csa., 1997; 
Associate, Chartered Institute of Patent Agents; 
LL.D., Cambridge, 1997; 
Barrister, Gray’s Inn, 1963; 
B.C.L., Oxford University, 1962; 
LL.B., Adelaide University, 1960. 
 
Honorary Fellow, London School of Economics (LSE), 1997; 
Governor, London School of Economics (LSE), 1996; 
Fellow, British Academy, 1984. 
 
Herchel Smith Professor of Intellectual Property Law, University of Cambridge, 1995-2004; 
President, Magdalene College, Cambridge, 198-2001. 
 
 

LANGUAGES 
 
English, French, German. 
 

June 23, 2010 
 

 
34, chemin des Colombettes, 1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 

T +41 22 338 82 47  F +41 22 740 37 00  E arbiter.neutrals@wipo.int  W www.wipo.int/amc 
 
 



2 
WIPO Profile - W.R. CORNISH 
 
 

PRESENT POSITION 
 

Herchel Smith Professor, Intellectual Property Law, Cambridge University, 1995-2004; 
Barrister, Gray’s Inn, attached to the Chambers of Michael Fysh QC; 
Fellow, British Academy, 1984; 
Life Fellow, Magdalene College, Cambridge. 
 
 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE BEFORE PRESENT POSITION 
 
Professor of English Law, London School of Economics and Political Science (University of London), (was 

the first to develop the teaching of Intellectual Property law in a British law school), 1970-90; 
Chair of Law, Cambridge University, 1990. 
 
External Academic Member, Max-Planck-Institut: Geistiges Eigentum, Wettbewerbsrecht, Munich; 
Editor, MP Institute’s Journal, International Review for Industrial Property and Competition. 
 
 

MEMBERSHIP IN PROFESSIONAL BODIES 
 
Chairman, Intellectual Property Working Party of the National Academies Policy Action Group; 
Founding member, Editorial Board of the European Intellectual Property Review; 
International Association for Teaching and Research in Intellectual Property, Executive Committee Member, 

1981-85;  1987-88;  President 1985-87; 
British Literary and Artistic Copyright Association, Chairman 1981-85;  Executive Committee Member, since 

1986; 
Association Littéraire et Artistique Internationale, Member Executive Committee, since 1981, Vice President, 

since 1990; 
Max-Planck-Institut für Patent-, Urheber- und Wettbewerbsrecht, Member of Fachbeirat and Kuratorium, 

1980-89;  External Scientific Member, since 1989; 
Common Law Institute of Intellectual Property, Member of Council, since 1982; 
House of Lords Sub-Committee on EC Legislation, Specialist adviser, on trade marks and patents, and 

accordingly draftsman of two reports on these subjects, 1981-89; 
European Parliament, Legal Affairs Committee, Independent Expert on Copyright in Satellite and Cable 
Television, 1992. 
 
 

AREAS OF SPECIALIZATION 
 
Intellectual Property. 
 

 
EXPERIENCE WITH RESPECT TO DOMAIN NAMES 

 
Study of problems posed by domain names; 
WIPO panelist since 2000. 
 

 
MAJOR PUBLICATIONS 

 
“Intellectual Property:  Patents, Copyright, Trade Marks and Allied Rights”, 1981, 1989, US edition, 1991, 

1996, 1999; 
Co-author, “Encyclopedia of United Kingdom and European Patent Law, since 1978; 
UK Chapter in Nimmer/Geller, “International Copyright Law and Practice, 1987-97; 
“Materials on Intellectual Property, 1990, 1996, 1999; 
Legal Aspects of Computer Programs for Education (National Development Programme in Computer-

assisted Learning Technical Report No. 12); 
Co-author, Scholarly Publishers Guide:  Legal Aspects (University of Leicester), 1979; 
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Editor, “Piracy and Counterfeiting of Intellectual Property and Copyright” (CLIP), 1984; 
Editor, “Copyright in Free and Competitive Markets (ESC Publishing), 1986. 
 

 
EXPERIENCE IN COURT LITIGATION 

 
Adviser to counsel in proceedings in United Kingdom, Germany, Netherlands and Australia. 
Expert witness in proceedings in United Kingdom, Germany, Sweden, Slovenia, Hong Kong, Israel, the US 
and the European Patent Office. 
 


