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BULGARIA (BG) 
 
I.  LEGISLATIVE PROFILE 
 
1.  National Legislation 
 
a.  Industrial Property Capital: Sofia  

Population: 8,124,000 
Patents:  
• Patent Law, March 1993, as amended 1996, 1998 and 1999. 
 
Trade Marks: 
• Law on Marks and Geographical Indications, September 1999. 
 
Industrial Designs: 
• Law on Industrial Designs, September 1999. 
 
b.  Copyright and Related Rights 
 
Copyright: 
• Copyright and Neighbouring Rights Act, June 1993, as amended 1994, 1998 and 2000. 
• Regulation of Council of Ministers No. 87 of 1996 on Control of the Use of Subject Matter 

of Copyright and Related Rights and Licensing of the Manufacturers of Compact Disks and 
Matrix, April 1996, as last amended in April 1997, February and July 1998. 

 
Related Rights: 

As above, under Copyright.  
 
c.  Other Country-Specific Legislation or Activities 
 
Appellations of Origin / Geographical Indications / Indications of Source: 

As above, under Trademarks.  
 
Layout Designs (Topographics) of Integrated Circuits: 
• Law on Topographies of Integrated Circuits, September 1999. 
 
Plant Variety Protection 
• Law on the Protection of New Plant Varieties and Animal Breeds, January 1997. 
 
d.  Sources for Information on National Laws 
 

Publishing House CIELA Ltd. 
80A, Patriarch Evtimiy Blvd., fl. 2 
1463 Sofia 

Tel./fax: (359.2) 954.10.30 
E-mail:  ciela@ciela.net  

________ 
Apis Ltd. 
74, Graf Ignatiev Street 
1000 Sofia 

Tel.: (359.2) 987.36.55 
  980.48.27 
Fax: (359.2) 980.73.27 
E-mail:  office@apis.bg  

mailto:ciela@ciela.net
mailto:office@apis.bg
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2.  Membership of International Bodies 
 
a.  Membership of WIPO treaties: 
• WIPO Convention, since May 1970. 
• Paris Convention (Industrial Property), since June 1921. 
• Berne Convention (Literary and Artistic Works), since December 1921. 
• PCT (Patents), since May 1984. 
• Madrid Agreement (False or Deceptive Indications of Source on Goods), August 1975. 
• Madrid Agreement (International Registration of Marks), since August 1985. 
• Madrid Protocol (International Registration of Marks), from October 2001. 
• Singapore Treaty (Law of Trademarks), since March 2009. 
• Hague Agreement (International Deposit of Industrial Designs), since December 1996. 
• Nice Agreement (International Classification of Goods and Services), since February 2001. 
• Lisbon Agreement (Appellations of Origin), since August 1975. 
• Locarno Agreement (International Classification for Industrial Designs), since 

February 2001. 
• Strasbourg Agreement (International Patent Classifications), from November 2001. 
• Rome Convention (Performers, Producers of Phonograms and Broadcasting Organizations), 

since August 1995. 
• Geneva Convention (Unauthorized Duplication of Phonograms), since September 1995. 
• Vienna Agreement (International Classification of the Figurative Elements of Marks), since 

February 2001. 
• Budapest Treaty (Deposit of Micro-organisms), since August 1980. 
• Nairobi Treaty (Olympic Symbol), since May 1984. 
• WCT (WIPO Copyright Treaty), since March 2002. 
• WPPT (WIPO Performances and Phonograms Treaty), since May 2002. 
 
b.  WTO: Member and Signatory to TRIPS Agreement, since December 1996. 
 
c.  Membership of other bodies/treaties:  BSEC, UCC, UPOV. 
• Member of BSEC since June 1992. 
• Member of UCC since March 1975. 
• Member of UPOV since April 1998. 
 
II.  ADMINISTRATION 
 
1.  Industrial Property 
 
Supervisory Ministry: 

Ministry of Industry 
8, Slavjanska Street 
1046 Sofia 
Title of Head:  Vice Prime Minister and 
                         Minister of Industry 

Tel.: (359.2) 940.71 
Fax: (359.2) 987.21.90  
E-mail:  public@mi.government.bg  

 
Industrial Property Office: 

Patent Office of the Republic of Bulgaria 
52B, Dr. G.M. Dimitrov Blvd. 

Tel.: (359.2) 873.51.71 – 72 
Fax: (359.2) 870.83.25 

mailto:public@mi.government.bg
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1040 Sofia 
Title of Head: President 

 (President) 
Tel.: (359.2) 873.51.75 
Tel.: (359.2) 873.51.75 
Fax: (359.2) 873.51.78 
(International Relations Department) 
E-mail:  bpo@bpo.bg  
Internet website: http://www.bpo.bg  

 
2.  Copyright and Related Rights 
 
Supervisory Ministry: 

Ministry of Culture 
Copyright and Related Rights Directorate 
17, Alexander Stamboliiski Blvd. 
Sofia 1000 
Title of Head: Minister of Culture 

Tel.: (359.2) 981.22.97 
  989.48.38/210/271 
Fax: (359.2) 981.81.45 
 (359.2) 980.53.88  
E-mail: copy_office@yahoo.com  

 
Copyright Office: 

As above, under Supervisory Ministry. 
Title of Head: Director, 
  Copyright and Related Rights Division 

E-mail: prosecutor2739@yahoo.com 

 
Collective Management Societies: 

ART PRO MUSICA (APM) 
Sofia 
Title of Head: President 

Tel.: (359.2) 987.30.44  
E-mail:  ncmd@mail.bol.bg  

 
An Association registered in Sofia City Courts, uniting performing artists, producers of audio 
and video recordings, radio and TV organizations and cable operators, for collective 
administration of neighboring rights. 

________ 
MUSICAUTHOR 
73, Vasil Levski blvd. 
Sofia 
Title of Head: Chairman 

Tel.: (359.2) 980.10.35 
Fax: (359.2) 980.02.53 

________ 
FILMAUTHOR 
17, Dobci Voynikov street 
Sofia 1164 
Title of Head: Chairman 

Tel.: (359.2) 66.47.36 
Tel./fax: (359.2) 963.37.33 
E-mail:  filmautor@citex.com 

________ 
THEATERAUTHOR 
78, Kniaz Boris Street 
Sofia 1000 
Title of Head: Chairman 

Tel./fax: (359.2) 980.69.15 
E-mail:  wcif@wcif.bg.org 

________ 
IZA-ART 
25A, Alexander von Humbold Street 
Sofia 1040 
Title of Head: Chairman 

Fax: (359.2) 72.89.95 

mailto:bpo@bpo.bg
http://www.bpo.bg/
mailto:copy_office@yahoo.com
mailto:prosecutor2739@yahoo.com
mailto:ncmd@mail.bol.bg
mailto:filmautor@citex.com
mailto:wcif@wcif.bg.org
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________ 
Bulgarian Union of Architects 
11 Krakra Street 
Sofia 1507 
Title of Head: Chairman 

Tel.: (359.2) 973.83.21 
Fax: (359.2) 943.83.49 
E-mail: sab@bgnet.bg 

________ 
Bulgarian Performers’ Association 
23, Hristo Smirnenski Street 
Sofia 1126 
Title of Head: Chairman 

Tel.: (359.2) 65.03.01 

________ 
ARTISTAUTHOR 
12, Narodno Sabranie sq. 
Sofia 1000 
Title of Head: Chairman 

Tel.: (359.2) 988.04.40 
  987.07.25 
Fax: (359.2) 988.11.78 
E-mail: ubasab@abv.bg 

________ 
PROFON 
102, Kniaz Boris Street 
Floor 1, ap. 2 
Sofia 1000 
Title of Head: Head of the Board 

Tel.: (359.2) 981.45.71 
Fax: (359.2) 989.97.75 
E-mail: office@prophon.org 

 
III.  AUTHORITIES ENFORCING INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY 
 
Industrial Property Tribunals 

District Courts / First Instance / 
  Appeal Court / Supreme Court 
Supreme Court 
2 Vitosha Blvd. 
Sofia 1000 

Fax: (359.2) 88.05.59 

________ 
Sofia City Court 
2, Vitosha Blvd. 
Sofia 1048 
Title of Head: Chairman 

Tel.: (359.2) 980.78.91 
Fax: (359.2) 981.37.40 
E-mail: sofcourt@ttm.bg 

 
Contact point for Patents, Trade Marks, Industrial  
  Designs, Geographic Indications and Integrated  
    Circuits: 
As above, under Industrial Property Office. 

 

 
Copyright Tribunal 

As above, under Industrial Property Tribunal.  
 

Contact point for Copyright and Related Rights: 
As above, under Supervisory Ministry for  
  Copyright and Related Rights. 

 

 

mailto:sab@bgnet.bg
mailto:ubasab@abv.bg
mailto:office@prophon.org
mailto:sofcourt@ttm.bg
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Other 
Main contact point: 
Ministry of Economy  
Multilateral Trade & Economic Policy Directorate
Division WTO and Other International 
  Economic Organizations 
As above, under Supervisory Ministry for 
 Industrial Property 

 
Tel.: (359.2) 981.46.51 
  987.34.92 
Fax: (359.2) 981.99.70 
  981.49.15  
E-mail: t.petrova@mi.government.bg  
          r.stoianova@mi.government.bg  

________ 
Ministry of Internal Affairs 
National Police Directorate 
6, Septemvry Street No. 29 
1000 Sofia 

Tel.: (359.2) 98.42.71 
Fax: (359.2) 982.40.47  
E-mail:  spvo@mvr.bg  

________ 
Contact point for Border Measures: 
Ministry of Finance 
General Customs Directorate 
1, Aksakov Street 
1040 Sofia 

 
Tel.: (359.2) 980.76.60 
Fax: (359.2) 980.68.97  
E-mail:  
Rozanela.Anguelova@customs.government.bg 

________ 
Contact point for Undisclosed Information: 
Commission for the Protection of Competition 
18, Vitosha Blvd. 
1000 Sofia 

 
Tel.: (359.2) 986.09.58 
Fax: (359.2) 980.73.15  
E-mail:  cpcadmin@cpc.bg  

 
IV.  EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS TEACHING INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY 
 

Sofia University Sv. Kliment Ohridski 
15 Tsar Osvoboditel Blvd. 
Sofia 1504 

Tel.: (359.2) 930.82.00 
  987.39.96 
Fax: (359.2) 946.02.55 

________ 
University for National and World Economy 
Studentski grad "Hristo Botev" 
Sofia 1700 

Tel.: (359.2) 62.94.97 
Fax: (359.2) 68.90.29  
E-mail:  sevdas@unwc.acad.bg  

________ 
This is also the mailing address of the: 
National Intellectual Property Association 
Title of Head:  President 
and the: 
 
Centre for Intellectual Property 
Title of Head:  Director 

 
Tel.: (359.2) 62.94.97 
Fax: (359.2) 962.39.03 
 (President) 
E-mail:  damelag@unwe.acad.bg 
Tel./Fax (359.2) 962.56.37 

________ 
Department of Intellectual Property 
Technical University 
8, Kliment Ohridski blvd. 
Sofia 1756 

Tel.: (359.2) 965.30.82 
Fax: (359.2) 962.52.79 
E-mail:  stefavov@tu-sofia.acad.bg 

 

mailto:t.petrova@mi.government.bg
mailto:r.stoianova@mi.government.bg
mailto:spvo@mvr.bg
mailto:cpcadmin@cpc.bg
mailto:sevdas@unwc.acad.bg
mailto:damelag@unwe.acad.bg
mailto:stefavov@tu-sofia.acad.bg
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V.  INDUSTRIAL PROPERTY STATISTICS 
 
Applications filed and/or registered for 2005: 
 

  Patents Trade Marks Industrial Designs 
  (direct filings)  (2002) 
Applications by: residents  261  6,757  503 
 non-residents  13  1,252  515 
Grants to: residents  80  2,845  287 
 non-residents  21  755  16 
 
PCT (National Phase Entries) 
Applications by residents and non-residents: 
Grants to residents and non-residents: 

 
 39  
Information not available. 

 
Madrid System 
International Registrations: 

Total applications: 
Total registrations: 

 6,609 (non-residents only) 
 6,358 (non-residents only)  

 
The Hague System-2002 
International Registrations: 

Total applications: 
Total registrations: 

 499 (non-residents only) 
 574 (non-residents only) 
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